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fie prospective leasas stated Rhat he pro-
aqea Vo bulild a fance on She zorth lins of the
_ 3ot 1f maxp is leased 80 his and therody
agregato At Irom ths resalinder of the Charoh
Rers A% -you know, or aan sscartaln from
D 41 plat of the City of kidland, this
Proparyy-was originally laid out as three {0
foat lots and the 20 fset £0 bo lesaed will he
& part of one of thess lots whioh 48 now yaosnt
ané s no inprovements, ™
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fisotlion 2 of Artiecle & of the “cate Conatitution
providas that:

*The legislature may, dy rensral laws,
sxonpt fron taxation . « . actual placea of
religious worshiy, also any progerty cwnad by
a ohuroh or by a striotly raligioua sooisiy
for the 2zolusive use as a dwelling plags for
the mianistry of such shurol or r01gsgoua
soolety an? whioh yialds a0 revonus whatuvser
%6 sugh ahurox or rilicious soelety; provided
that sueh sxanption ahall not axtend to zore
property Shan 13 raasonadly necasaary for a
dwelling placs and in 1o osvent a2ore than cne
agre of land,”

In purasuance 2 such oconetitutional permisalon
the leginlnture haz enacted Artiole 7150, Nevised Civil
statutes, providing in rart as follows:

*The follo:ins property shall be exsaph
rroaz taxstion, toerit:

*1, Uehoolec anéd {hurehes.-- ublio school
houssa and actual places of relicvicus worship,
also any property ownod dy a church or by a .
striotly ~ellsious soclety, for the excliusive .
use as a 4waelling plass for the ninisters of
suah ahurch or religious soelety, the books and
furniturs thavoain and ths crounds attached to
suoh duildings noossssry £or Sthe proyper oocupaney,
uss and snjoyiesnt 6f the sans, and wnlon ylelds
A6 revanue whatsvasr t2 sush church or rsligisus
s00laty) providad that suoh sxauption se o 3he
dwellinz placs for thy alnistesrs shall not ax-
tond to mors propsriy Shan is reagonably necsessary

+ap 8 dwslling plece and in no even$ =movs than
one rora of lapd, . "
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Zonorable erritt T, Hinas, Iage )}

You attached to ysur lettar a oory of the
opinion whloh you had written on tha point and 1ia wileh
you reachad the scnelusion that the property 80 retained
by the chureh would be axenpt, e Sthink you are clearly
sorreet. The fact that ths 20 foot strip is a pars of
the sane lots on which the ghuroh duilding standa is nos
of eontrolling importance, particularly in view aof the
unmistaxeadls ssveranoce whiok 1a %o be had, that is, a
laasing of tie defined atrip and the building of a fense
separating it from she chureh grounds.

In the sams aeetion of the Constitution pro-
vinlon is =ade for tho axespilon of "all bdulldings used
exolusively and owned by persons or asscodistions of zcr—
sons for 20hool purrorss®, I% has been held that this
axacption sitsnds o the nedessary crounds on whieh sush
2 bullding zay stand, sueh grounds deing carved out of a

laraer tract and ths recalning part of suoch larger trast
baing used for other than aohool purposass, =t, ‘dward's
Cotlege v, orris, 17 “. +. 3512, 82 Tex. 1,

It §s our opinion that when the pouth 20 fast
of aaid propsrty has deen lassod and severed in the man-
ner indieatsd thae church property rsaaining will retain
itn sxoxption.

Yours vary truly
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