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Gerald Ci Mann AUSTIN 11, TEXAR

Hone George K. Sh:ﬁcrt Upinton Nos 0=3580
Comptroller of rublie Accounts ket whether motor dus come
austing Texas panies and motor carriers
may collest from their cus~
tomsrs the tax levied bI
Article 1 of House Bill No.
Dear 8ir: 8, #7th Legislature,

In your letter of xay 20, 1941, ;on direct our atten-
tion to A rtiels 14 of House b oe 8y W/th {slature vhich
provides that moter bus companies and xotor earriers operating
vnder authority of the Kkailroad Commission shall an ogcupa~
tion tax egual to 2.2 percent of their gross receipts, and re-
quest our opinion as to vhether such carriers may require their
sustomers to pay sueh taxe

As noued above the statute levies this tax sgainst
the moter bus evmpanies, motor earriers and contract carriers
thezselves, not sgaiast their custoners. Thus it is incumbent
upont the earriers to pay the tax. Artiele $llsa, Vernon's An~
notated Civil Statutes, relating $o moter bus transpertation
and ulation tb‘mr by the Railroad Comxmission of Texas pro-
vides ia Section %(a) thereof that:

"The Commission is heredy vested with pover and
authority and it s herelyy made its duty « « o to fix
or approve the maximun or minimum ¢r maximam and mini-
mn fm:. rates or charges of « « + each motor dus
SOMDANY ¢ -

Article 911b, Vermon's Annotated Civil Gtatutes re-
lates to the regulation of moter carriers and in Section & (a)
thereof it {s provided thats

- “The Commisaion is hereby vested with powsr and
authority and it is hareby made its duty . « +» to fix,
pressridbe or ayprove the maximm or or maxie
sum and mimimum rates, fares and charges of each motor
sarrisr in acoordance wvith tha npnu{c provisions
herein contained®, stc.

Prom the above it is seen that any aetion on ths part

of the carriars in adding the amount of the tax to the charges
fixad against the customers would amount to the rafsing of
rates and fares od for their services. whaether such car-

riavs aan inarease their chasges 13 a question to bs worked out
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betveen them and the Railroad Commisstion.
' Yours very truly
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