
Honorable Frank Wrlght 
County Auditor 
Fsnnin County 
Bonham, Texas 

Dear Sir: opinion NO. o-3669 

Re: Doea the comniseioners' court 
have the authority to donate 
to a fund sponsored by an Ameri- 
can Legion Poet for ths purpose 
of purchasing ~~pulmotor? 

Your letter of June 2, 1941, requeeting an opinion of this 
department upon the above stated question has been received. 

The courts of Texas have repeatedly held tbet county comle- 
sionere' courts may exercise only such authority ~8 is conferred, ex- 
prfiesly or by impllcrtlon, by the Constitution and the etatutee of thla 
state. The authorities to thlpl effect are 80 numeroue we do mt deem 
It neceeaary to cite them. 

In Opinion No. o-1001, this department held that the oomis- 
slonera' court does not have authority to donate county funds to the 
American Red Cmaa and other charitable organlzrtlone. 

Opinion No. O-591 of this depvtment held that the oommis- 
sloners' court of Galveeton County, Text, me without wthorlty to ex- 
pend county funds for the employment of life guard6 for the Galveston 
beach. 

There are ?dmy other oplnione of this &epertznent holding in 
effect that the county oomal~eionere' 00~t has Ilo leg*1 authority it0 
expend county funds for any purpose unlees duly authorized by l&w. 
After a careful search of the authorltlee, we fall to fM PII~ authority, 
authorizing the ownul~sioners' court to donate or expend any oountyfunde 
for the above mentioned purpose. Therefore, the above stated queetion 
Is respectfully Ummred in the negative. 
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Trusting that the foregoing ful4 rImwere your inquiry, we 

Yours very truly, 

., ATTOBNEYGE~LOF TEXAS 

By: AraellWilllm8 If3 
Ardell Willl8.m~ 

Assistant 
AW:db 

APPROVEDJune 15, 191 

Glen R. Lewie 
Acting Attorney General 
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opinion 
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By BWB 

chairman 


