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AUSTIN
GEaaLd C, MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Honorable Charles T. Baniaster
Criminel Distriect Attorney
Corsicana, Texas
Dear Sir: Opinion Ko. 0~3701

Re: Wwould it be legal to pay
the treveling expenses of
the county Judge where the

" commissioners' court entered

an order formally instructing
‘the ocounty Jjudge t0 make a
rather distant trip for e
specific purpose direotly
connected with the county
whlfare?

Your letter of June 17th contains the above qneation
upon which you request the opinion of this department. As to:-
our recent inguiry concerning the specific purpose of the trip,
we wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 26th, . -
wherelin you favor us by atating the order as follows:‘

"‘Motion was made by commissioner .y
seconded by commlssioner that the
“oounty judge be instructed to Travel To Austin,
Texas, for the purpose of transaoting eertain
business in conneoction with the issuance of
road bonds by Navarro County and that all ex~-
penses 0f the oounty Jjudge incident to ssid
trip be pald out of the general fund of Navarro
County. Said motion carried unanimously.'"

In the absence of a valid statute, the commissioners!'
court has no authority to allow any sums of money to its mem--
bers for expenses and this department has repeatedly so ruled.

We quots the rollowing from Texas Jurisprudence, Vol.
2, Pages 563, 4 and 5,



Honorable Charles T. banister, Tages 2

*gountles, belng component parts of the
Gtate, heve no powers or dutdes except thome
whish ere gleariy set forth and defined in
the Constitution and statutesa, The statutes
have glearly defined the powers, pressribed
the duties, and imposed the liabiiities of
the commissionars' courts, the medium through
whieh the aifferent counties act, snd from
these statutes must ooms olil the suthority
rested in tha oounties, * * * Commissioners'
sourts sre courts of limited jurisdietion in
that thelr authority extends only to satters
pertaining to the genersl walfare of thalr
respootive counties snd that theiy powers sre
only S$hose sxpressly or impliedly conferred
upon them by «that 18, by the Constitution
and statutes of ihis Stete."

In our Opiolon Ko. O=2475, approved June 29, 195% 8
copy of whiah we encloss, & aimilar cuestion waa pressated and
m%nwmmmu?t = Goun rmtw
_ veling oxpenses ecunty somaisslonars for trips
ﬁm on offieial business,

- It is, thersfors, the opinion of this dep t that
the comuissicnets’ ooult canmct legslly sllow to Abe eounty
Judege to be paid out of county funds, expenses incurred on the
trip to Auatin on offioial dusiness of oounty.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GERARAL OF TEXAS

_. 8y /s/ wa. J. R, King
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