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Honorable Clifees H. Worris, Chajrmaa
State Board of Fudlis Aecsunsaney
1208 yaly pullding

ort worth, Texas

Dear 8ir:
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Re: Use Of the § FPe Ae"
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hand uarevo reifi-

unothor stalte, dut

¥e are plum to eoy
of June 24, 1941, whieh reads

4 v ‘h. inisials Cs Pe a-
)éon sersified {2 another
~ 3T tisrs oW appears in the
Luctory the Rames of two ac-
T Ce Fo Ao mﬁo’g wwe s Fe Ao

of fact the State Board of
zAaSs enje rui. sal
nnou and r these
ma!n

umf: eates iy mlpmtty g Ahey nh aprlica-
tien 30 the Yexas Beard.”
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Upon applisation %0, and sucesssful exsmination
vefors, She State Beard ef Publie Acecuntaney, a person, if

otherwise qualiried, is L1ssued a certificate as s "Certiried
Pudlio Accountant o the State of Texas.® Articls 34, Re-
vigsed Civil Statutes of Texas.

Artiele 37 provides that "the doard in its dis-
cretion waive the exsmination anéd issue a certificate to any
{orlon who has received and holds & valid and unrevoked cer-

iffcate a» & Cortified Mabdlio Accountant izsued b{ or under
the authority of any State * * * if such certifiocates or degres
shall, in the opinion of the doard, have been issued under a
standayd fully ::nivnlant to that of the requirements of said
board, and issued by such Btate * * * as may extend the same

privilege $¢0 Certift :d Public Accocuntants holding certificate
from this Btate * * *»

. Article 1132 of the Penal Cole reads in part as
follows!

*If any {crson represents himself to the
pudlic as having received s ocertificate asz s

Certiried Pudlic Acoountant issued as provided
oo AR A B e,
a ‘ 2 : th
initials *6.P.4.° 4 $

3116 etising in this ¢ 8, with aY
aotua received suock sertifricate * * * he
shall be fined not to exeeed Two Hundred Dollars
{$200.00).* (Emphaasis ours)

In Crow v, S8tate, 860 8, W, §73, the Court of Criminal
Appeals analyzed this statute as follows:

"The statute in question sontains seversl
sudbdivisions, w

OR « 080 MAY b
as Tollows! person who represents him-
80l %0 the publie as having received a eerti-
ficate az provided for in this aoct, {(8) Who ad-
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vertises as a 'Jexrtiried Pudlie Ascountans’. (3)
Tho_nses the initials '0.P.4A,' (4) Who otherwise
falsely holds himself out as deing qualified
under this ast. . .” (Emphasis ours) _

) _ The provision “or otherwise falsely holds himself
out. , ." contemplates other and separate aots and dces not
annliry the preceding provisioan "or uses the initials 'C.F.A.'."
hsrefore the faot that an sdvertisement reads "0.P.A. (Mo,)",
although not -triotll a false advertisament, is nonetheless a
use of t he initiale "0.P.A.", ant is prohidited unless the
:;x::.notrl has issuesd a certificate to the person so adver-
sing.

In People v. National Agsociation of Certifried
Pudblio Accountanss, 204 A! o Div, 288, 19Y M. Y. Bupp. 778,
there was before the Appe Division of the Buprems Court
o? ;::i!brk the statute of that state which read, in part,
as owst

. o ¢« And no other person shall assums suoh
title, or use the adbreviation *C.P.A.', Or any
other words, letters, or figures, to indicate that
the persom using the same is suoh oertified pudlie
accountant,”

With rsference thereto the New Yerk Court said:

*I¢t is entirely. clear from Bections 60, 81,
of the General Business law adove quoted, that no
person may hold himself out as a sertified pudlie
acoountans, or use the abddreviation *0,P.A,' or
any other words, letters, or figures tso indicate
that the person using the same is & sertified pud-
1i¢ acoountnat, except upon the suthorization of
;p-kfzgnnts of the University of the State of New

[+3 4 9% ,

Subsequently, in People v, Marlowe, 203 X, Y. Supp.
474, the defendant was oharged with using the abdreviation
"G, P.A.(N.A. )", the abbreviation "N.A,® cating membership
in the Wational Association ef Cersified Public Acoountants,
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e oorporation. The defendant had not bdesn gqualified by the
New York State authorities. The court said:

"The faet that the degree of 'Certified Pudlic
Acgountant' bas deen conferred upom the defendant
by the unohuu of whieh he is a memder d0es not,
ia ny epinion, entitle him to hold himself out to
the pubiie as a pudlis expers uommt ia the State

of New York, The use ef sueh a ¢ ob-
talined’ rru bourd or ether u:g.nhan outside

of this n-u u.{” b m. unless the requiremeats

u our Generei supre, have bon rurtn-a.
The append of the un o!' the auuhtln, insti-

tutu. boart or state, after the degres »e used or
‘oanynv rnnmamuhmutottho

prohi ition of the statute under eonsiderstion,.®

Artieles 54 and 37 of the Revised Oivil Btatutes of
Texas, snd Artiols 1138 ¢f the Penmal Oolo were & purt of tho

original Aet, Senate Bil) 233 Gh Mn she R
Session of the S4th z..umw'n. 1 tive fotent
is elearly discernidle that ml mu ase tho

initials "C.P.A.%, OF othoﬂin hold Mnolt out as a sertiried
public acoountant, without having first received s certificate
from the Texas lou-l. A method was provided for an acoountant
from another state t0 sesure suoch certificate without sxamination
by nkin; '&uuuu $0 the Btate Board eof Publie Accountancy

£ the standards of She state whieh had
umol n uruﬂ.uto 0 him were oquivalent to thoss of Tems
:ho ‘:oomnn of another state would de igsued a Texas ocsrtift-
cate.

/1% &8, shervefere opinion of mis department that
the -umn of rm- nhn the use of the t\'bmhtton *C.P.A."
¥y & persoR whe besn ismed a urﬂ.ﬂ.nu 1, 2 tlu asate

Boaxd of Pudblie uemn of Texas, notwl hluuhg the tnm-
nent therete of the ad tioa "la. or "Ia.* as

that the certifiet {nno sssounsant 1a nt mek by urtuo

_tho laws of the State of !ml.
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