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“Should the state Registrar accept &
- cartified copy of such a record, if certified
to and filed !ith the State Bureau by the
County Clerk?

. The Yexas Statutes dealing wvith vital atatisties are
found ss Rules 34-a to 55-a, ineclusive, of Article #AT7 of Ver-
;- nonts Civil Statutes of Texas. 8Some of these rules have been
smended by House Bi11 No. 821, House Bill No, 62% and House Bf)1
No. 9;:, :npcots.nlr, of the Acts of the ATth Legislature, Reg-
ular Session.

The issuance of certified copies of birth or death
cexrtificates is authorized and imposed upon ths State Registrar

. g.:' Vital Stutnti.u by Rule 54~s, which reads, in part, ss fol-
ot :

. "!hat the State nogutrcr shall, upen re-
. quest, supply to any properly qu:ur:.od appli-
- oant & certified copy of the recverd of any
. birth or death registered under isions of
. . this Act, for the making and certification of
" which he shall be entitled to a fee of fifty
cents (50¢), to be pcid by the appliecant..
And such sopy of the reeord of & dirth
. op death, vhen properly certified by the State
Re ctm, shall be prima facle evidence in
. eourts and gln of the _faett thprcl.n
'“t.do e .

Ianpinionlo. 0-1386, we held that acountrchek
‘{h“m ¢oriified copies of ‘binh or death coruﬁ.utq
him. The same ruling was said to apply to “delayed” b

or dsath certificaten. From the same opinion, we desire to quotc

& pertinent sentence, vhich we think u appliecadble to ymu- propon.-
tion, whish reads u’rollon:

L "We wish to oall attention, hawover, to
the fact that in isruing certified copies of
vital statistics records on file in his office
the County Clerk is anly certifying to the copies
or birth and death cortiriutn rnoa w:l.th hin,
LIS N : "

P
the otroct of tho coruﬂod copy of & o f1asued
by the clerk ss evidence or its adniui.bﬁity as
evidence in a court of record.”
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. We find no in the Vital suuattcs Act requiring
= the State Registrar to check the county eclerk's records pricr
T to issuing a eertified copr of & birth or death certificate on

‘£1le-in the Btate Registrer's Office. Ve are, therefore, of
the opinion that the State Registrar 1 suthorized to issus &
. . _oertified copy of a dirth or death cerfificate which is proper-
5. 1y on Tecord in his office, aven . said certificate 1is
not Qaf Yecord in the county vhere the o death oocurred.
o For the sane reason, it is our opinicn that the county clerk
EY. WAy issue a gertified copy -
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with the State Registrar so that that officer may issus a certi-
' s

© oan be-dons 4is to comply with that portion of Rule S51-s, relating

"~ 40 the filing of unregistered birth or death certificates. Opin-

ion ¥o,. 9-11201, a oopy of vhioch is enslosed for your conveniense

:ﬁ- m;:mo !’m tirat qnutian. is therefore sasvered in the
m Yite :

Ve find no eivii 31?& to the State Re

£
£
:

_m the Vital Btatistics Act, ‘that certificates of
'_birthm-duth.thathsnmybcu with the county olerk .

‘of the county where the birth or death occurud. be riled with

~ the State Registrar, The only remedy in ease of & disobediense

. of the lav by an officer charged with the duty of handling birth

" and death certificatesa, is by criminsl prosecution. See Opinton
¥o. 0-1201, Therefore, if an interested praoperly suthorized per-

.- gon desires to have a bim or dsath certificate, vhich has not
‘Dot £2104 with efither the county olerk vhere the birth or death

oscourred or, having been filed with such county elerk, dut not

mmm:noduthm State Registrar, riled in the manner

‘and suthorised by the Vita:x Statuuea Act; ve be-

_ nm that such person mast proceed under Rule Sl-a of the Vital

B Atatistics Act as though such buth or death vas uynregistered.

¥. By this meathod a yecord sould be ly established snd the

' aertificate of birth or death we be authorized and required

’ to be £ilad in the county vhare such birth or death cocurred ss

vell as with the Btate Registrar. Your second question is ansver-

od acoordingly.

Ve £ind no authori mth::gm or requirizg the o:t;::th
Registrar to request or acse & ¢¢ oopy of & birth '
eoginr:luta vhich vas duly ¢ lod in the county clerk's office bt
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has never Leea filed with the Etate Registrar. The Vital Btatistios

. Aot clearly sontemplates that ths original birth or death certifi-
oate be L with the State Registrar. That said Aot required
that copies of hirth or death certificates be filed with the county
clexk is for ¢ convenience. Your third question is therefore
angwered u mtiv«

- wommtmmlmruuumymmm
quuum nhﬂ.ﬂnd in your request,
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