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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GERALD C. MANN

ATTORNEY GENKRAL

AUSTIN
Hoacrable C. ¥, Patterson
County Attornay
Erewster County
Alpine, Texas
Dear 38iri Opinion Mo, 0-3895

Rei Comzissionsrs! Courts - Bm-
pPloyment of wolf trappers

Your requeat for opinion has been recsived and
arnfully considered by this departmoant. Wa quote from your
ast a

aqgu as followat

L Bt

"Can a couaty legally pay out funds %o
apply on 1/3 of the salary for a govarament
trapper, and 1f they can are they limited to
aunmber of trappers that may be amployed?

"The practice as followad is: for an
association to pay 1/3 of the salery of -overn-
ment trappers, the state government a 1/3
and the commissioners court the other 1/3.

*Asgastated before, I would appreciate
an opinion as to whether or not the Commis-
sionars Court can lesally pey the 1/3 of
3aid salaries, and if they can, are the limit-
ad on numver of trazpers that may be thus eue
ployed."™ '

e assume froam your rejueat that you are referring
to wolf trappers employed by the United States Departzent
of .urieculture, Eureau of Blclogical JSurvey, in cooperation
with the Chairzan of the Livestook Sanltary Commicsion of
Texas znd the Commissioners' Court of your county, =nd our
answer hereto is btased upon that assumption,

Articls 192b, Sectlion 1, Vernon's Annotatad Texas
Civil Statutes, rocds as followsy

"Sec. 1« That the State of Texas will
cooparate through the Live Stock Sanitary



i

Hororable C, I, Patterson, Page 2

Commissioa of Texazs with United 3States Departe .
ment of Asriculture, Sureau of zlolosiecal Sur-
voy, in deatroylnz coyotes, wolves, nountain
libdns, bobcets and other predetory anirals, and B
throush ths Azrio:ltural end lMachanlcal Collsge
of Texas will cooperate with the Unitad States
Departmant of asriculture, Bureau of Biolo:zical
Survey, in dastroylng prairio dozs, rocket
So:zhera (3alamanders), Jack radbbits, ground
sszuirrols and other rodent pests in the inter-
o3t of the protaection of live stock, orops

and ranges.”

_ Article 198b, Seoticn 4, Vernon's Annotated Texas
Civil Statutes, reads as follows:

"Se¢, 4, The Chalrman of the Live Stooek
Sanitary Commission of Texas 1s hereby aue~
thorized and direoted to exaocute & coopsrative
2 reeaant with the Jseretarr of Agrioculture
of the United States of America or the sursaun

of B"A‘In?!hn\ Suweary nt tha linltal S[tatans af
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America for carrying out such cooporative work
i2 predatory animal ocontrol 1in such maaner
and under such regulations as may be siated in
said agreement., The president of the Asriocule
tural =nd Mechanlcal Collo e of Texes 18 heredby
authorized and direoted to execute a coorera=-
tive a-reement vith the Secretary of Azrioul-
ture or the Pureau of Blolozloal Survey for
carrying out such cooporative work in rodent
control in such manner and under such reguls-
tions as may be stoted 1n sald agreement,”

Article 192b, Section £, Vernon's Annotated Texas
Civil Statutes, reads as followsai

"Sec, S, That the Commissionora' Court
of any county within the State or the goveran-
in: body of any incorrorated clty or town
within the 3tate is empovered and authorized
at its disoretion to appropriate funds for
the prosscution of the predatory animal and
rodent control work contemplated by this Aot
(Art. 192b; P, C, art, 1378a) end in coopera-
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tion with State aand Fedsr authoritiss to an-
plcy labor and to urchase and »rovide supplies
ros:lred for the offective prosecuticn of this .

woric. ™

~ article 192b, Section 6, Vernon's Annotated Texas
Civil Statutes, reads 2s followst

"Geo. 8. All furs, skine =2nd sredimens
texen by hunters or trappers, jaid from State
funds shall be scld under rules rrescribed dy
the Live Utocik Canitary Commissicn of Toxss
and ths procceds of suoh zales shall be paid
iato the State Traasuty to be oredited and
added tc seid.pradatory anirzel fund, Al) furs,
aking, -nd arocimens taken By hunters or trap-
pers nald Troz county funds shall be sold as
prescritad by the Commissicners! Court of the
county, and the zrocaeds ¢f such sale shall
be nnid irto the County irsesury to be credited
and added to such predatory enimal) fund, uro-
vicded that any spacinen sc taken may be pre-
sented free of charr~e to the Agricultural end
li~chanical College, or eny other 3tate insti-
tution or to ths United States NWational Museanm
fcr scientific cursoses,.”

Cninion Yo. 0-~2700 of this departTent holds that the
Cormissioners! Court of Mevarro County had suthority to help
pay the salary of a wolf trepper where the United States De-
perteont of sgriculture, Bursau cf Blologleal Survsy, pald
the reraipder of the wolf traprer's salary. e eaolose here-
:i{th e copy of said ozinion for ycur inforzation.

You are raspactfully advised thet it is the =pinion
of this daportrment thet the Commissioners' Court has authority
to pay out county funds (from the general fund of the county)
to apply on ths salary of such zoverament wolf trapner. It
13 our further opinion that the Cormisgsioners! Court may employ
or agsist 1ia tha payment of the salarias of a8 many such govern=-
zent wolf trappers as the Court irn its sound dlsceretion deter-
minas to be necossary. .

Youras vary truly

%T;EP 13, 3p41 ATTORITEY G7SRAL OF TIXAS

FIRAT ASSISTANT
ATTORNEY GENERAL

WIF: 20
C




