GERALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Honoradble Geo. XK. Bheppard
Comptroller of Publie Aseocunts
Austin, Texas

Dear Birt Opiniea No.0-399¢
Ret VWhether a

8 uniform ocharge per A
a‘u ble Lor Gooupatic

In your letter t 4 1942, set forth
Artisle 7087, Budd. 8, Verge: anotated Civil Statutes,
- tc this questiont

_ .' of cotton, sub-
led by ths above

tens 7 and 8 of Article “OA7, as they
nox asbted in Eouse Bill 231, Ch. 212, p.3¥55,

érs. -~ Btocks and Bonds, - FProm
ave . on, firm, aasceization ef persons,
or corporations, desling im donds, and/or
stooks, either sxolusively or in conneotion
vith other buainaess, the sum of Pifty Dollars
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(450.00) rfor essh towm or ¢ity ian whieh

such persam, firm, assoeiation or corpora-
tion maintaine an effiece, JFor the purpose
of this Aet, every person, fimm, assoeiation
of persoas, oy corporation vhose bdusiness

16 ¢ta o nasabintsa muuahssas Aavw aslae af abaslka
A% AF WY MSETRLEPY puiavEaeaews TS SELES Wi SyVvas;

bonds, exshange, b mion, coin, momsy, bank
notes, promissory notes, produce or msrchandise,
or aaything else for uio for others, shall be
regarded as a broker.

_ “Brokers - Cotton and Cotten Pactors.- From
every person, firm, association of persons, or
corporation folloving the Busingss or eewupstion
of & cotton droker and/or cOttéd fastor, an
antusl tax of Pifteen Dollars {§15.00) in all
towns or aities ¥hose popuatiu 4063 not excesd
tventy-five Ahouaand (25,000} innhsditants; m
in all oities vhore population uendt tven

five tnocusand (95,000) inhabitants

tax of Twventy-five Dollars ($25.00).

Nothing in the statutes limits the tax to one who
sells the eotton on strioctly a commission basis according
to value. We eonstrue the secomd sentence in Subdiviesion 7
as being applicable to cotton brokers, as well as others,
And, sinee the persons and firus mentioned in your question
are engaged in tha business of negotiating the chases
or salea of bBales ¢f cottom for others, they fall squarely
within the statute,

In Webster's Intermational Diectiomary, m x4-
ition, wve find eme definition of & bpoker to be “one who,
for a commission o f »rings parties togothor and
assists in nocotiai! sontracts bdetveen then.” Nence,
ve find no diseord Detveen the definition of the wvord
"broker" in the statute and its ususl meaning ss set forth
by Webhstor.

In owr opinion the proper ansver to your question
is an affirmetive one.

Yours very truly
1, 1942
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