OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable W. A. Davis, State Reglstrar
Bureau of Vital Statistics

State Department of Health

Augstlin, Texss

Dear 8ir: Opinion Ko. 0O-X
Ret Appropriation\of funds in
the al Statitstics Fund.

We received your letter requesting our opinion on the
folloving questions:

“(1) 1Is the fee for c-\tir d copy of a bipth
or death certificate ss mg n Rule S4a, Article

od? Ox
2 in the Stute
26, money orders,

he Vital Statistics
6n August 31, 1941, as car-
, 1941, available for use
7 1941, as proscribod in Rule
<Se, 1936 & & & |

e olp the Departmental Appropriation Bill, same
being Sehate Bill X 123, Acts R7th Legislature, Regular Session,

v to the limitations appearing at the end
of this Act, all fees recsived under the provisions
of Articls 4477, Rule 5ha, and deposited to the Vital
Statiatics Fund are hereby appropriated for each year
of the biennium beginning September 1, 19%1, rfor the
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uses and purposes prescribed by the above Act, and
any emendments thereto, including salarties, mainten-
ance, travel and contingent expense. This appropria-
tion shall be in addition to the itemized approgria-
tions herein made for the Bureau of Statistics.

We have carefully examined the above quoted provision
of the Departmental Appropriation Bill. It seems clear to us
that seid provision appropriates all funds legally contained in
the Vital Statistices Pund on September 1, 1941, as well as all
funds legally deposited in said fund on or subsequent to that
date. Howvever, such appropriation is limited toc the fees received
under the provisions of Rule 5ka of Article 4477, Vernon's Anno-
tated Civi]l Statutes.

We vish to point cut that in detemmining vhat funds are
legally contained in the Vital Statistics Fund, our Opinions Nos.
0-139:e:nd 0-2720 must be considered. Coples of these cpinions are
attae .

Although ve do not have sufficient fastz to anawer your
first question, ve think it unnecessary for same to be ansvered in
view of our ansver to your secornd question.

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

2e By ﬂfzéqm

Lee Shoptaw
Assistant
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