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Honoreble E. L. Shelton /<)_, 2-
County auditor
Johnson County A

Nl athiremmn - DNawen
Vd-wuu;uv, & W fld &

Dear 8ir:

/ ‘Re: In view e snanduent to
. Article 3609, Toxgon'ks Annce
P ta Civil Statu 3, Sjould

4 eouniy rosd oom-
be pald out of the

slaturae, hRezuler
e that Lhere has
nremiug of bonds ou the coun-

Session, 1941,

"ﬁe ception of kouse D31l Ro, 524, awtz of the
Forty-seventh Legislature, Regular beuuion, 104%, reads ze
fodllows:

"An Aot azending Article 3899, Tovised Civil
Statutes of Texas, 19i5, as amehded by Chenter
31, scts of the Forty~Lfourth Lagislaturs, Foge
ular Sesaion, and Chepter 465, acts of tha Seocond
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Honorable E. L. Shelton, Yage 2

/

Called Session, Forty-fourth Legislature, and by
Chapter 428, Acte of the Forty~fifth Legislature,
to rrovide that promiums on officiel tonas for .
the county treceeursrs, county auditors, county
road commlscioners, county school superintendents,
hide and aniral inspectors, and their deputies,
chall be pald from county funds; and declering

en energeoncy.”™

Seotion 3 of the above mentioned act previdess

wThe faol that the provisions of this aot
arc neovessary to remedy a discriminasticn apgainst
cartain county officiels in the maticr of payxent
of ocoate on proniums on honds for therselves and
for thelir deputics oreates an emergency &pd an
imperative public necessity that the Constitution~
sl Bule requiring bills to be read on three sev-
erel days in eszcoh llouge be suspended, srd said
Rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act shall
take effect and be in force from end after its
passage,; and It ig so enacted.”

Seotion (a) of House Bill Ho. 524, supra, reads

in part as follows:

“(a) At the close of each month in his
tenure of office, each officer nsmed herein
who is compensated on & fes basias shgil make,
&2 rert of the report now renuired by lsw, en
itenized snd sworn statement of all the actual
and necessary exrenses incurred by hin in the
conduct of his office such as stationery, stempa,
telephono, premiums on offlicials'® bonds includ-
ing the cost of surety bonds for his deputies,
precium on fire, burglevy, theft, robbezxy in-
surance proteciing pudblic funds, travelins ox-
renses, end other necessary exrenses; rrovided,
that in edcéition to the officers nemed herein,
the county treasurer, county asuditor, county
road cormissloners, county school superintend-
ent, ond the hide and enimsl lnspecior shaell
likewieo make a revort on the premiwss on ofe-
ficials' bonds, including the cegt of guroety -
bonis for sny deputies, and said premiuvms vhall
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in part:

‘Honorable E. L. Shélton, Page 3

be subjeot to payment out of the feeas of sald
"office, as Xerein otherwise provided for the

officers nsredj and vrovided furthar that if

any of the offloe £ 80 desionated re on a

86 lePy rather toen & Yee Lasig, then pll cueh

[

bond rrecivig Tor cificers =nd theiy deruiies
ghall pbe paia from tie Gensrsl sund of the
county. . "('.umersc:.or:i..uzr ours)

Seation (b) of the above mentioned ict provides

*"Bach officer named in this hAct, where he
recaivea o galery as comrensation for his gerv-
ices, « . » Drovided that oxpenses incurred fer
premiuns on officlals' bondg for the county
treasurer, county auditor, county roud commise
sioners, couantly schocl superinteandent and the
hide and animal inspector, inciuding the cost .
of surety bLonde for any deputies of any such -

e — ,

- / .officers, may be also included; and such ex~-_

penses to be rassed cn, predetermined sand al-

lovwed 1r the tinme and emouns, as neerly as pos-

gible by tho Ccmmissioners! Court once ecach

nmonth for the ensulng month. . + Al such ap-

proved cleims and accounts shall e paid from

the Officers Salary Fund un,ess otherwiae pro-
- vided her&in." '

. Jochnson County has a population of 30,361 inhabi-
ﬁ nts sccordin; to the 1940 Federal Census and, therefors,-
1 the county ‘officials of said county musé be ccmpensated

on &n annuval salsry basis as required by Seetion 13 of article

391ge, Vernon's innotated Civil Itatuteas.

I% ssems clear thet Secotion {a) epplies to those
county officisls vho are compensated on a fee bezis and to
the county road cormissioners and the county Bchool superw~
intendent and the county auditor, who are ccmpensated on an

.ennuel salary basis 1n fee gountices,and thai ‘the provision

in saia oecticn (a) whieh »rovides "provided further that

"1f any of the officars so uasiﬁnated are on a salary rather

then a fee bacis, then sll sueh bond premiums for officers
and their deputies shall be peid from the Genersl FTund of
the county" only applies to such officers in fee counties
and has nc application wlistscever to those county officials



prrampnpRpI TSI T
-
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in counties where all of sald county officiels ere compen-
" pated on an snnuel salary basis. Therefore it is our opin-
fon that the premiuns on Londs o; tue county trcasurer,
county auditor &nd county road comiosioners of Johnson

County nust be pald out of the Ificers Lulary Fund, "un-
less othervise yrovided.* e fell to Tind any other ypro=-
vision in said SQction {v) provicing that seid ypremiums
giiell be otheywise paid. Therefore, &5 above stated, it

is our opinlon that the premiums on the honds of the county
treasurer, county euditor and county wad connissioners of
Johneon County must bte puld out of the (Gfficors Salary Fund.

/ Trusting that tke foregolnz fully enswers your
inquiry, we ere :

Yours very truly

ATTORREY GENERAL CF TEXAS

[szﬁggzaf322£;5£§?rauft~
By

Ardell Tilliems
Asgistunt
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