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Dear kr. Murchisong

\rtiela 1L, Bou, 12; Subsection (4) of I, By No. 8
gdng the original Aot of the Leglslature pagsed in 1938

¢ 44th Logisiature) creating khe 614 Age Comission, whic
is now Article 6243~1, Scotion 11, Subsection (g) tarmonts
Amnotated levised Btatutes,; provides thasds

*the Commdissien fe gutheorized to ascept
on bobalf of the 0ld Age Assistance Fund eny
gifts, deods, or bequasts of any wmobey or other
property; the precseds of which shall seécrua
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to the benefit of the 01 Ago Assistance Pund.
In waking such gifts or contributions the donor
shall attach noe conditions whatscaver. The
sole management and dispositien of the property
g0 rocoeived shall bBe in the Compdssion ™

The slature in 1041 by H, B. No, 611, p. 214,
Goneral and Laws of the 4¥th Log:l.ulutm, revrote 4in
pany respects the Pnblic Welfare Act. ESoction 44 of the Act
passed in 1941 roadst

¥Article 2 of Be Be Ko, 8, Acts 44th Legis-
lnture. Third cauoa Segsion,; 1¢ hcroby mpeal-
od.*

It thus appears that the Legislature, by Pepe
the gift cluuses in the originsl statute, has adepted the poldey
of not- pernltung the Board to rmiva gifts.,

The gonoral ucyer the law ts that the various
boards and agencies uppotntoaby the State ¢sn exereise only
such powars and preroghtives g the leglslature gy Lestow,
sany of our State Loarmds and agoncies arc specifiesily suthore
ized Lo accopt ELfts end donationg.  In-Re Bagk's Egtato v.
Barpard, 181 Peo, v8d, the Suprexs Court of Kontena held that
the State erghnasam cmamt. in the . absence of authoricea-
tion by atatu&e, acoopt & 'heqaest nnﬁer & will.

atme the . mgtalutm hu mt. ‘glven the State Departe
mont of Fublic ¥elfere suthority to accept gifts for ond on bee
half of the 014 Age Assistance PFurd, end since {1t 444 in 1041
repeal the statutes wvhioch authorised ‘satd Beard unier certain
conditiong to accapt denstions, Lt 18 our opinion that the .
State Bopartmsnt of Public ¥elfare oan mt now accept donations.
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