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":' _ OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
% 3 AUSTIN
& cxmato & Mann
‘ g ATIOUNEY GENERAL
'jFQ Nonorsble Foster Davis
1 County Attorney
) Poard County
38 Crowol), Texas
-:gi Deoar 8ir:
A0 Opinton No. 04589
¥ Re: 1, Yay ourrent ossoss
e 4 reduasd ¥y the Roard of zation
33 age dorne toO rovements
15 b\a tornado on April:zs,
;:{ 2, OnATty orvner pay delinquent
o taxes™ on onp”lot or treoet only, whera
u;i rendered his property,
p. everal lotw or tracts,
n axation purposes?
jﬁf %e havalras gidored your requéat for an
n opinion from this Wepanisent, substance of your first
e question, as we undacstand it, 'is Lhat because & Lornado hit
3 the oity of ~\ Toqryl’ Coutnty, Texes, on April 28, 1942,
N the comniaaionerg court\is now Anxious to know if it has eny
i lawful ¢ Ly to reducw sgdassmoents for the ourrent yoar
B where Sfmprévement propa¥ty have either bean seriously
N damagadd Your second queation conoerns

E,' whetheror .fe ty ownor may pay delinguent taxes on
’ hig property, whore sald owner has rendered
disting of soveral lots or tracts, in solido

e ArtioYe 7151, R, C. 8. 1925, providea that all property
i ghall be linted for taxation between January 1 and April 30 of

g emoh year, when reguired by the aaseasor, with refsrence to the
e, quantity held or owned oo the first day cf Janusry, in the year
for which the property le reguired to be listed or vendered,

.:‘ AL SHAMUNMICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UHLESS AFPAQVED BY THEG ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSIETANT
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It has Boen held by the courts of Texas that the
11abllity for nd valorem taxation purposss ia to be deotormined
&8 of Janusry 1 of the year for which the property ia required
to be ligted or renderod, #inters v, Indepeadent Soheol Dige
triot of lvant (Civ, Appe) 208 £. #. 574} Humbla OL) & Refining
Coarany v. State (Civ, App.) 3 S. W. (24) 559; Cronfill Bros,.

- 011 Co, v. Stata (Civ, App.) 54 8. ¥, (2d) 813; Childrass County

v, State, 127 Tex, 343, 92 8., ¥%. {(2¢) 1011,

: It was held in the case of Xirdby v. Trangcontinental
011 Co. (Cilve App.) 33 R,wW, {(2d) 472, vwrit of error refused,
thet a tax sspossor and bdoard of equalization mugt fix the value
of property for taxstion as of Janusry 1l of the yasr for whioh
it is arsesszed snd thnt in fixing the velue of mineral lesgen
for taxation, conditions develoning afier Jaguary 1, such as

the discovery of oll, ¢annot be sonsidered.

Article 7206 and 7212, B. €. 8. 1929, mnuthorize the
comainsioners court, sitting s o btoard of equelization, to
equalize apsesnnentn of property subumitted to the board by the
assesgor, Although theas stalutss auvthorize the hoard to
diminish or increese the assessmente submitted to it, in proper
cases, a0 that the aczeessment will be in oomplinnce with the
Conatitution and the laws of this 8tate, nevertheless, we think
thesd statutea clesrly contearlate that the board's acilion must
ba baaed upon valuantlons end property conditions as of January 1
of the yoear for which the sssesssents are¢ mada, It would follow,
therefors, in answer to your first guestion, thet the ohnnze in
properiy oonditions regulting from the effeot of the tornado
could not properly be sonsidersd by the board cf equalization
ingofar as the tax roll for the ocurrsnt year is concerned.

The answer o your second guestion sesus to have been
cloearly answereod by saversl deoisicns o the courts of this
Stata, This department has likewlse rulad on thin question ig
opinions numbared 0-928 and Q-1262, coples of which ara encloged
for your conveqience and amsistsnce, The opinions contain e
full oltation of the suthorities and they wlll not be repented

heres, Your seocond guestion muzt be specifivally answoered in
tho negative, .
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We trust that we have fully answersd your ianguiry.
Yours very truly

ATTORN™Y G IERAYL OF TYXAS

Harold MeCrecken
Amgistant
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