OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable Jde &, doDonald, Comsissiongr
Departaent of &gric\nture
Austin, Towns

Attention: X1y, Charles B, Raughmen, Chiefl i

. Desr Sirs Gpingon Yo,
| Re: Authorisy o i asioner
m? »griaul;ure GIN& ‘-“_=%ta of

2, ‘gé tﬁg Gepertoant R
with your regues
fa wiigh the m"éiw

stain & headquarters
y in Sharge, whose duties are
ative tmd thare a2t Sashinge
y Tepreasented in the &md&-

sscpfation 1a working to better {hw
; iy 6 ggrioulture, and more eapecially tlw
induetry in the mmm Heaten, "

*The Seoretary observes Lhe activitien of
the neabers of Congress &9 toueh!.na epon 41l mate
tars relating to agrieviture generally, and &m-
alfically, of the administrss gemyRlly, and
:puiriaailr of meabars uf mbuets genertily
and amezﬂmny note legislation affecting tare
irfa, redustions or additions. Trade Agresnents

MO COMMUNICATION I8 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANY
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23 nsy deal with agrieultural om&ltta{t. mw =
ments, oxports, imports, forelgn production ise -
ercnze and/er declines.

“The Tesrotary compiles the information gathe
exed in the fors of & report snd furnishes the
Conmioed onor meadbers with ecplos of thece.

"Under subese¢ctions S end 10 of 4rticle 51,
R C &, the information furnished the Commissicner
of .priculture of Toxen by the Zeeretery of the
Asgoolation of louthern Comnissioners of sgriovle.
ture, would bz nont aprropriste eand moyeover very
valuable. 1n & way the information emibles the
Cormigselioner to bave his finger on the pulse of
the entire sariculsural situation, and informmtion
thur darived may be properly pessed oa to the agri-
sultural interests of the State,

“It aoours to the writer, and it is the view
of the Statas Te ment of Agrisulture, that ainee
the Lepartment no Sgatistical Diviaien, no 'f:‘
olal epsropristions for the gatherins of statist
o8] msattors, yot being eburged with such duties,
the xnrm‘!.m, Btatistionl and otherwiaee, is
needsd by the Degprrtnent."

The general eppropriation 511l under whiek the
State Departament of jgprisulture is now operat is Senate
Bill He. 423, Chap, g Aota Fortyessventh Leglalatare,
Reguler Zession, Zhis ﬁzn sontafine the following asproe
ation to the Departaent of Agrieculture under the heading
"saintenanos and ¥iseellanoous™t

ngast 3, o Asgast 3
, uB
gz ' feu

m::ra, rixtun:;lpe;mgc,
rin axpress, telephone,
soles_rapﬁ and em‘lageﬂt. .eio.ooo.oo $10,000,00"

There ape other appropristisns to the Department
of igrisulsure FOr gontingencies, but ecsh of them is directed
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to sane apecific use ahiek hoe 0o dannedtion withthe umtter
iaquired sbout, and 00 we presune that this 4is the contingent
fund to whioh you refer.

The moneys of & csntingant fund are (o he used faox
purpcses the iegislature could not foresmee and antloipate.
%o part of it oun be used Loy susplementing the dofinite sums
approprinted for speoific items, nor can any rart of it be
laswfully used for any purpose for whieh the legialature would
not heve been uulborized to make & definite approprietion,

srtiele 51, Ve Re Co S 1925, prescribes the duties
of the Cosmipsicner of Agrioulture. Section § of saié irtie
e¢le 51, efted by you, provides:

5, He shell inveetigete sn® report wpon the
suestion of broadening the market emd of increasing
the demand for octton goods end &ll optier sgricule
turel and bortfoultural produots, both In the United
Statss, and {v foreign countries, He shall osaplle
the statigtics showing from abroad the nusber of
baleg of ostton consuned by the spimners, snd dow
mands for our colton, the moethods ani oourse thal
sales to forelgn ecountryries now take, showing the
puarshasers, brokers, eta., through whoss hands the
cotton largely passss after leavicg the producers,
1ikewise showing ir what countries en ingresaed
trade could be worked up, esd theredy civing & bete
tar outlet Tor the trade and the doasl method o
bring gonsuaer and purchaser together, and all other
inforuation benefieial to farmers,* :

It sppears from your statoment of the activities '
of The Southern Comuiassicners of sgriculture sssoaiation, and
the use to whieh the inforpation redeived Trox sald Assosliee
tlon is pu%, th:t the sole function of the dues pald by you
to the aggociation {3 to enalbile {gu o more olifectivaly osrry
out the Suties imposed upon you by sald geotion 5 of irtiosle
51, Certainly the isgisliaturs is autborized to apprupriute
nonies %o your dapartoent for the specifie purposs of enudle
img you to oerry out those duties, yet we find no auch spesifioe
appropriation,

It ie thorefore our odpimion thut you are adthorized
to make, out of the coatingent fund appropristion above reférred
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to, contributions tossrd the \
B 3 o
sioners izsooistion, for the m“?;ﬁffgﬂ: fu:?;ﬁ” Commi gw

APPRAYED OCT 14, 1943

Mw@w Y CHENERSL OF TENAL
¥IRST ASSISTA By

| | Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL

“s Ro 4Allen
| _ Asaictant
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