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Your letter or August 17. lgaz. requests the opin=-
ion of this depdrtment as bto whether it is tihe duty of the
Attorney Ganen:'t-ll\\ml represent the State loard of Health in
a suit against a bedding manufacturer rfor recovery of fees
and charges imposed ypon such manufacturers by Senate Bill
200, Aots 1939, 46th I@g., “Pe.376, codified as Article

5-8" f. .ﬁ. \ /
e

Artioi/\h&76-a which is a regulatory measure,

' imposaa ¥ariou= fges upon perscns manufacturing and selling
bedding. I furtier provides that a label shall be attached

to each artivle .or bedding manufactured, and that a revenus
stamp shall be~attached to such label. The manufacturer, des-
eribed by you hes refused to attach the label or the rsvenue
atamp to artidYes of bvedding manufactursd by hinm,

ihile the statute provides a oriminal penalty for
violation of ita provisions, we are of the ovinion that upon
the manufacture of the article of bedding, tae munufaocturer
becomea lliable to the Gtate for the amount of the Ievenue
stamp required to be attached thereto. Jsuch liability is a
debt to the utate, and may be enforeed by suilt, Zoward v,
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Mayor of Houston, 59 Tex. 76; Cave v, City of ! fiouston, 65
Texz, 6019; State v. Jilllams, 3 Tex. 354; Texas 3anklng &
In.urance Co. v. otate, 42 Tex. 636.

3eotion 22, irtiels 4 or the Constitutlon, after
preaeribing certain, specific duties of the sitorney Gene
eral, provides that he shall "psrform aueh odher duties as
may be preascribed by law."

article L4hb, R.C.S5. reads, in part, as follows:

"Tn gll matters whereln the 3tats 3oard
of iealth shall invoke the aid of the courts,
the uoetion shall run In the name of iie Ltate
of Texas., The iAttorney Genersl sanall assipgn
a special assistant to attend to 4ll legal
matters of the board., Upcon demapd of the
board, the Attorney General sinall furaish the
necessary assistange to ths board to attand
to all its legal reguirements. . . "

Section 5, Artlcle 4476-a, charges the 3tate 3oard
of Health with the agforoament of vhe .et.

\le are, therefore, of the opinion that it is the
duty of the Altorney General to represent the 5State, in a
suit brought at the inatance of the State 3Joard or doalth
for the colleoction of delinguent fees imposed by Article

LL76-8, V.A.C.3,

Trusting that we have fully answered your laquiry,
we are

Very Lruly yours
ATTORNEY GIIIZRAL C? T2IAS

Towlar H{oberts
a8sistant




