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It ie the firm opinion of this Department that
neither the State Board of Control nor any other agency
in the 8tate responsidble in anywige for the control and
management of the Gatceville State School for Boys has
the authority to porpdt inmates of that institution to
work for hire or otherwise for private persons, as indl-
oated in your inquiry,

Title 82, of the Revised Civil Btatutes -- Articles
8119 through 6130 -~ deals wiih the management and control of
the State Juvenile Traiping School. '

Articlp 5119 specifically declares;

®The Board of Control and the Buperintendent
of the State Juvenile Training School shall pro-
vide for and maintain suitable ingtruction snd
training of thoe inmates of said school. B8aid in-
structions ahall fnclude common school or a ol -
tural branches, or all as pay boe deemed dosirable
by saild Beard and Superintendent, ¢« & » * :

There 1s no other'proviaion of the statutes portinent
in 1ts bearing upon the question propounded.,

By and large;, the statute is a wholesome and bumane
one for the restraint and at the samo time the protection and
correoction of juveniles comritted to the care of tho Institu-
tion. In effect, such inmates are wards of the State, under
the immediate care and supervigion of the boards and officers
named. The power thus ¢onferred upon the boards and officers
carries with it the corresponding official dnties impoged.

It is fundapental law that officers, boards and
agencles of the State have such powers only as are conferred
upon them by lar, It is further fundamental law that such
officers, beoards and agenocios may not delegate their offi-
cial powers to another in anywige or to any extent.

One, if not the chief concern of the law is that
Juveniles committed to the Training Schocl shall be under
the iumediate supervision provided by law -« that ia, of the
officors and persons named in the statutes.

Clearly, if the inmatos were hired out to farmers to
agsist them in gathering their crops,or in other farm work, at
peak. times, or otherwise, the boys would not de undeor the im-
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modiate supervision of the constituted authorities for
such period, but, on the contrary, would be under the ip~
modiate suporvision to an extent of the farmer or farmers
to whom they were hired. The wards of the Institution are
not chattels to be hartered, hirod eor loaned for the con-
venlence of the farmers or the convenioence or profit to
the State. The particular work mentioned by you may well
be a helpful one in a worthy caunse, axd of no hurt to the
Juveniles. But, granting the power, theroe would be no
stopping place. Once recognized to exist, the pover could
o exorcised in vays most damaging and hurtful to the wards.

The polioy here gtated has hercotofore been an~-
nounced by us in the deparimental opinion montioned in your

lotter =« Ro, 0=4727 -~ doaling with the biring out of
gtate convicts.,

-

If exceptions are to be made to this policy of
the 8tate in deal with its wards, the matter is one
for the legislative consideration, and no$ for the courts

and officers concorned enly with the intergretation of the
law.
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