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AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
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Honoradle J, 5. Murchison
Executive Director

State Department of Fublis wWelfare
Austin, Texas

Dear 8ir: Opinion Ko. O>481¢
Ret Oonstxfiotion of Anrtiole IXI,
Seotion af Consgitution

bitute cnildroa as ko

expended per year for g ar aid to
Dependent Childrpfi as pravided

~Artiole X1I,
zeads as follows:

herejf coptained, and suoh /other limitations, restrioc-
ind \regulations. an nay be provided by lew, the

1, have the power to provide for

desbitute ohildren under the age of

Fears; suoh agsistance shall not axoeed
Bight \Dollars {30) per month for one child nor more
than Twelve Dollere (312) per month for such ohlildren

¥3 provided that the smount to be
expended fOr fuch essistance out of state funds
shall Rever exceed the sum of One Million, Five
Hundred Thousend Dollars (§1,500,000) per year.

The Legislature may impose residential restirlotions

apnd sueh other restrictions, limitetions, end regula-
tions as to it may seem oxpedient. (Emphesis ours)
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*The Legislature shall have the suthority to
accept from the Government of the United States
such finsnelal assistence to destitute children as
that Government may offer not inconsistent with
the restiriotions herein above provided.”

The phrase "such aamsistence” as Lirst used in the
sbove constitutional provision refers specificaily %o the
oash payments to reciplents of eight and twelve dollars, not
including any administrative expense whioch might have dbeen
inourred in meaking suoh payments. It seens reasonable to
suppose that the seue phrase, "suoh assistance”™ should be
given the same :eaning when used for the second time in the
same sentence, v-ith reference to the $1,500,000 annusl limita-

tion,

It 1s not without significance, we thlink, that in
the cognate constitutional amendments, Seotion O1lbd suthorizing
0ld age assistance puyments end 3Jeetion Slo, suthorixing aid
+0 the noedy blind, there was provided a sinmilar limitation
upon the emount of assistance which might be pald to each
recipient, dbut nc limitation upon the administrastive expendi.
tures whioh might be made in order affectively to distrivute
the sssistence authorized. Section 514 is more restriotive
than the preceding two amendnents in that it places a linita-
tion upon the total annuel tLenefit payments %o destitute children,

It is our opinion that the $1,50C,000 annuel limitation
upon the smount that may be spent for aseletence to destitute
children, as contsined in Artiocle IJI, Section 514 of the
Texas Constitution applles only to actual benefit payments,
and thet the Legisleture is suthorized to appropriate in
addition to $1,500,(00 ennually for benefit payments to
destitute ohildren, such further sums as it mey deem to be
necessary for the efficient administration of the program.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENSRAL OF TEXADL
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