OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
' AUSTIN

GERALD C. MARN
ATTORNEY QENERAL

Honorable J. D. Looney. AN

County Auaitor ¢
Bowie County \
Boaton, Texas X

Dear Siri B

Opinion Nyfber\p-4829

Ret Wnether government
rvetl i3 part
acdool gistpict.
N, S
¥We have received-your lekter ¢f recent date which we
quote, in part, as fo o;§}\ N\

"We have £ gqfernmeht quorv::)gz in this
county on which %two munitionk plants are lo-

catoed. The edsnt de of 8 )reservation was
: endeht Zchool Distriot
blie time\the sep¥ation was get up

On the east side
yation, upon the lsnd former-
e Redwater Independent School
ges have been built for the
B tion plant. The question
hether this land which is

withi ; sX¥rment reservation (Lone Star
Munitiohg art) is s5till a part of the Red-
water Indepefident Sohool District.

"Several ochildren live within this reserva-
tion in the houses built by the govermment for
its employeea. The question of providing schcol
facilities for these children has arisen, and we
want to know the status of this district.™
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The queation in which you are interested 1s wi.etner
the land composing the reservation is still part of the
school district so that ite resident scholastics are entitled
to a public free school education., We are of the opinicn
that auch land is still a part of the school district.

As far as we can determine from an examination of thne
statutes of thia State, the ownership of land in no way af-
fects the boundaries of a achool district. In other words,
the boundaries of a school district are not affeoted because
thse ownership of land within its confines is changed. True,
the State or Federal Govermment or some charitable institution
might acquire property within & school district and thus make
such property exempt from schoocl texes, but it does not follow
that upon such an acquisition the property is removed from the
district or that the boundary lines are altered.

It could hardly be contended that the individusls who
reside in houses or buildings which sare part of a Federal hous-
ing project, the title of which is in the Federal Govermment,
are not residents of the State, county, and school district in
which such projesct is located. We are of the opinion that
those people who reside in & government reservatlon occupy the
same stetus.

Article 2001, Revised Civil Statutes of Texaz, provides
as followst

"Every child in thig State of scholastic age
shall be permitted to attend the public free
8chools of the district or independent district
in which it resides at the time it applles for
&dmission, notwithstanding thet it may have been
snumerated elsewhere, or may have attended school
elsewhere part of the year",

You are, thecrefore, advised that the territory in Red-
water school district which wns taken over by the Federal Gov-
errment as a goverrment reservation, aa described in your
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letter, is still a part of the echool district, an:' L .t
the scholastics who reside in such territory are :ntitled
to receive a public Iree school education in eaid school
district. In other words, the statue of suci: =cholaastics
1s the sams as trat of eny other scholastics recicding in
the district.

This coneluslon is consisteni with the one roached
in Opinion No. O~762 wherein it was held that the lnmates of
the Methodist Orphanage in iiaco, Texas, ars resgident scholas-
tics of the Waco Independent School District end, as such,
are entitled to receive a publlic free school education in
the schools maintained by the Waco Independent School Dis-
trioct.

Article 2756b, Vernon's Annotated Tivil Statutes,
provides tnat the State Board of Education wmay estaclish an
independent school district upon any military reservation in
this State. However, we do not belleve that thie zovermment
reservation described in your letter is a military reservation
undser the statute.,

Very truly yours

T . A
ATTORNEY GLNLRAL P TIZXAB
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Georgse /. Sparks
Agsistant



