OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GerALd Co MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Dr. Se N, Iister
Chairran, Texas Prison Board
Houston, Texas

. Dear Dr. ILister: Opinion No, 0-poSs

Your lotte
tno above qpestio‘

P

In our Opinicn No, 0~4%27 to Mr. Riley Wyatt,
& neomoer of the Texas Prison Board, writtem July 31,
1842, we held that the Board 4id not have authority to
permit convict labor to be used in harvesting crops for
private individuals.

In our Opinion No, 0-43822, sddressed to you, :
and dated April 18, 1942, we held the Texas Priscn Board
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did not have authority to permit the use of trusted
prisoners to State offlicials, members of the Prison
Board, and ecmployees of the Prison System.

Iou, of course, have copies of these opin-
lons. ' ‘ ’
£ .
~ Our attention has been called to Article 834 1/2
of the Revised Civil Statutes passed-in 1929, which reads:

o ®The Board of Control ig hereby author-

- Jzed to make contracts with the State Prison
Board for the purchase of supplies, » ¢ »
other labor for use of the State in any of
its departments, commissions, boards, offi-
ces or eleemosynary or educational institu-
tions including any and all supplies, equip-
ment, material or lahor purchased or used by
or for the Btate imder the direction of the
Beard of Control.* .

-

[%
This Article refers only to the Boarﬂ of Control.

It docs not give any other board or agency of the Btate
the powers therein contained.

'::

Article 2847, of the Revised Civil Statutes,pro-
vides that the State Teachers Colleges shall be under the
control of the Board of Regents, consisting of nine pefsons.
Section 1 of said Article reads in part as follows: i

"{1) The Beard of Regents of the State = ¢
Teachers Colleges is ohnrged with the respon- £
s1ibility of the general control and wanazement :
of all State Teachera Colleges for white per- :
sons, anl may cereocl, eqnip and repair dulld- =
ings.®

We talked with Dr, Lohman, the President of the
San Houston State Teachers College, and we understand f#om
vhat he said that ¢ither he or the Board of Regents of the
State Teachers College expect to make the contract for the
erection of the propesed buildings, and superintend their
constraction. If this is true, then the State Prison Board

- 18 not authorized to pake a contract with him or said Board

to furnish prisoners to do any portion of the work, either
for compensation or without compensation.
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Since the State Board of Control 1s not in-
volved, we do not pass on the question as to its powers
under said Article 634 1/2 to mke a contract with the
State Prison Board to furndsh laborers to work on State
buildings being constructed under the supervision and
control of sald Board, :

Very truly yours
ATTORNEBY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By -

' Geo. ¥. Barcus
Aggistant
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