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Honorable A. ¥, Coker, Vice Chairman
FPanitaentisry Comnittee
House of leprezentatives

Dear 8ir: Opinion Yo, O=$
Re: Whether the .

nay suspefd, for

: of the war,

We are in receip of February 9th en-
elosing eopy of & bill au f Chapter 212, Aots
Regular Session of the U api 8¢ to permit prison
labor to be exnployed ox fa 1 hofie owned Or lessed
by the Stase “dvring gar Or ) r goney,."™ You psk us
to "revise this bill,\if xecegsary p order that 1t night not
repeal lJaw or be iR oanflioat with any law after the dura=
tion of the emerzency provided foyp ' inthe bill,”

¥e ; pFred a substitulte dDIll, which
instead of amending existing 1sw, mersely suspends the in-

hidivion of the presext \law sgainst the use of prison lsbor an
sny sut Stata rged faras for the duration of the
pregant war\and\for sudl mber of additional =onthe as you may

doh our draft of such subgtitute Bill
at ths number of mointha should de f£illed
troduged, It was our ghousht that ref-
"an energsnoy™ alght lsasd to sxzbiguity.

hereto, and polut b
in before tha %511 ia
oerenoes in thes bill to

You algo inquire whether thse legislature hez the poweyr
to suspend & law, inqueaticnadly, ths Legislaturs, and the
legislature only, dos=s have auch rowsr, so long as the suspen~
sion of such atatuts does not contravens any provision of the
State or Tederal Constitutions,
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Eonorable A, ¥, Coker, page 2

Seation 28 of Article I of the Constitution of Texas
grovides:

*No powsr of suspanding laws 1g this State shall be
sxeroissd except by the legislature.,”

Judge Hawkine, -paakininof this constitutional provise
fon for the Tsxas Suprsme Court 8pence v, Psaohler, 107 Tex.

443, 180 8, ¥, 597, mselds

"It may be eoneesded, tho we 40 not herein hold,
that thore 1s in our Constitution no limitation upon the
power of the Legislature to restrioct the opsration of a

statute, conditionally, by an arbitrary stendard whioh
is not obnozicus to the Constitution 1tself,......”

The restriotion, under exissing law, against the employ~
aent of g@isoa labor on privatsely owned and cpsrated faras is ons
inpossd by statuts only, and not by Comstitutional provision; eoz~
sequently the lLegislature is eapowered to repeal such restriction
satirely, or it may, in the manner gm'ﬂlod the sttached bill,
suspand sueh restriction for a limited time only,

Yours vemy truly
ATTUBRYY GYNRRAL OF T7XAB

o Ve N 1ol
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Assistant
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