OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

T GERALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable L, A, Woods
State Superintendent of
Poblic Instruction
Austin, Texas

Deayr 3irs ¢pinion No, 0-5101
Ret tWhetheyr aovommnt avie

mior/colleges under the law

Y ¥hith the United 8tates Qovern-
for the training of meru of the
aviastion,

partment of Rducatlon Justified
to the State Comptroller of Publioe

t of $50 per :oar for those stu-
dents r whose mstmcuon Federal Government
slso provides eonpcnutim!

At oupr mnut on furniashed us acke additiaonal)
!.nromtim in & letter, a» followsy

"In line with our telsphone conversation of
& fov days ago, I am subumitiing the Departmental defi-
, pition of the terms vocaticnal and/or terminel aa
used in Senate Bill 163 passed by the ATth Legislature,
The 4ata quoted below is self-oxplanatory:

' NO COMMUNICATION ($ T BE CONSTRUED AS A WAI’THINTAL OPINIOH UNLES. APPROVID Yy ‘I'HI ATTORNEY GENKRAL OR FiRST ASSIETANTY
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“ipr. L. A, Yooda, Stats superintendent
of Public Instructicn, preaided over a meeting of
the Advisory Committee, composed of representatives
of junior colleges, senior colleges, and people from
various phases of trades and industry, vho vere
called together to define the meaning of the terma-
'Yocational and/or terminsl education', as used in
S, B, Ko, 163, an Act of ths rorty-ssveath Legis-
lature, vhich appropriates §325,000,00 to be dis-
triduted on a per cepite basis to the Jjunior
colleges namad therein,

"iafter discussion by various represents-
tives of the Committee the felloving aotion vas made
by Dr, John E, Qray, Director of the Lamer 0Union
Junior College at Besumcnt, Texas, and seconded by
Dssn X, B, Harris of the North Texss State Tsachers
College of Denton, Texss - ‘that this group recommend
to ths Blate Department of Rducation that the terms
tvocstional and/or terminasl educstion', as peed in
the Junior College Law, be construed to mean courses
in the fields of - : _

1. buainess,
2. trades and industry,
2. homeznking, and

« sgriculture -

such couraes to lead to occcupational adjustment at the
end of tvo years or lesa of college training.!

"this motion carried unanimously.™

You alsd furnished us vith a copy of the form of
cantraot that was made between the United Jtatea (overnment
and the junior colleges in question, The form of contract
shovs that ths treinees of the Armed Forces sitonding the col-
h{n under tha terms of the ocontract do not take the ordinary
college courzes ard that gnrt&&u).ulx thay 4o not take any
*voocaticnal® or “terminal® courses, tovit, courses in business,
trades and industry, homeziaking, snd agriculture, lesding to
occupstional adjustment at the end of twe yeara, The contract
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shovs that they Lake only s total of 230 hours of vork designed
s0lely “to prapare tralnees both montally end physically for
intensive pilot training in more advanced flight courses”, and
thet the vork le divided into courses as followss mathematics,
physice, civil alr regulations, navigation, genersl servicing,
and cpereticn of aircreft, code, military and physical trsin-
ing, aircraft identificetion, military science and 4iscipline,
and metesrology.

The only authority for the paymant of $50.00 per
capite by the State to junifor colleges is the authority granted
in Sepate BLll Fo, 163, Acte 1531, ¥7th, Leg., part of which .

18 cadified as Article 28155-1, Vernon's Annotated Civil sStatutes
of Taxas, Part of said Senate RIll reads as follova:

"Section 1, There ahall be appropristed
biennially from moneys fn the Jtate Treasury not
othervise sppropriated an amount sufficient to
supplement local funds in the proper support, main-
tenance, operation and improvement of the Publie
Junior Colleges of Texas, vhich maet ths standerds
as herein provided; and s2id sum shall be ellocated
on & basis end in a manner hereinafter provided,

“sec, 2, To De eligible for and to recelve
a proportionate share of this spproprietion, &
Public Junior College must be accredited ss & firat
cless Junior College by the State Depertmsnt of
Eduocation, snd the 3tate Department of Rduostion 1s
horeby author!ged to net up r™ules and provisions
by vhich Public Junior Colleges may be inspected
and aceredited, And provided further that to be
eligible to participats in any biennial appropria-
tion, each Public Junior College shall offer a min-
of tventy-rour {2)) semester hours of vocstional
or terainal courses. And provided further that -
in opder to be eligidle to participate in any bi-
ennial apgropriation each Public Junior College shall
have complied with &ll existing laws, rules and
regulations §ovcrn1ng the establishnment and mainte-
nsnce of Public Junior Colleges, It shsll be manda-
tory that sach institution participating in the
funds herein provided shall collect from each pupil
enrcllad, metriculation and sther zession fees not
less than the amounts provided for by lav and by
sther atate supported institutions of higher learning;
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as provided in Articles 26584, 26588, and 2654¢, Re-
vised Clvil statutea of Texss,

*Sec, 3. « + « Provided that each of the
above Public Junior Colleges shall qualify within
the reqQuirements of this Aet; and provided further

' that the funds here sppropristed ahall be disdursed
to and distributed among the Pudlic Junior Colleges
wich qualify to receive it on the basis of Pifty
(!50.00) Dollars per capits for esch full time
student per scholastic ysar, and providing that
‘full time student' as herein used i{a defined ss a
student doing fifteen {15) semester hours of work,
end that the number of 1 time students earolled
in any school to be benefited by this Act eshall he
determined by dividing the total number of semester
bours aof work carried by all students of ths achool,
?; ?r.xovoubor 1st in any flacal year, LY fifteen

5)e ,

We call sttention to the proeiston in the Bill vhich

provides that esch "junior college shall offer a minimum of tventy-
four (2%) semester hours of vocstional and/or torminal courses®

and to the provision which provides that the funds appropristed

*zhall be disbursed to and distributed emong the pudblie juniop

colleges . » . o & basis of fifty ($50.00) docllars per capita

for each full time atudeal per scholastic year, snd providing

that *full time student’ as heréin used is defined as & student

doing fifteen (15) semester hours of work,”

Ve understand that the vorda "s student doing
tirfteen {(15) semester hours of vork" meens & atudent taking
classes that total 15 houre & week for & semester, a somsster
being & term of 18 veeks, Therefore, 8 student doing 15 semoster
hours of work vould attend clesses for a total of 270 hours, if he
completed his work, Howvever, the trainses under the Government
contract in question take oni: 280 hours of works and, therefore,
they are not students doing 15 semester hours of vork,

~ ¥We believe that 2 reading of sald entire Ssnate
Bill 163 shows that the treineea itaking work in the junior
colleges under the terms of sald Government contract are not
P"full timo students™ within the meaning of the Bill,

A reading of the entire Bill shows that the students
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referred to in the Bill are “college students® in the ordinery
sense of those words, !hoto Qovernment aviation trainees

are not "college atudentzs” as that term is ordinarily used,
Vhen ve take into conuidarution that fact, and the further
fact that they are not "full timeo students” within the defi-
nition of the Bill, ve 4o not Lelieve the Legislature in-
tended that such trsinees should be included among those
students on vhich the $50,00 per capita paid by the 3tate to
ths junior collsges is calculated,

our ansver to your Questiocn is that the S:iate
Depaprtment of Rducation is not justifled in certifying to the
State Comptroller of Public Accounts payment of $50.00 per
year for those trasnees recelving inastruction er the
terms of the Federsl Qovernment contract sdbout wvhich you ask,

Yours very truly

ASTOR!RY GENERAL OF z

By Cocll [+ aottch
) Assistant
CCR:1BT
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