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Attention: Honorable J. M, Brasvwell, Assiglant Counu{\tftorney
Dear 31ir: Opinion No. 0-5103
Re: 1at \is "a court\b{tgﬁhpa-"
tent isdiction” order
ce of a certified

/// the i
op e birth record of
egitimate child when
s 14 18 no longer a

™, ~
You have requésted the opinton this department on
the above question, to. _paragr 0. 25 of Rule 47a,
Article ¥AT7, Vernox's Revised Civil Statttes, which provides

as follovws: ™ AN

"And provided that th@ﬁnayé of the father or
any inf &Et;on by which he might be 1dentified,
shall rfot be yritten into the birth or death certi-
ficake o 1llegitimate/child, and provided
further, that gﬁy statement the father of an 1l-
legitimate child wishes to make as to 1ts parent-
age, whtgéggac in the form of an affidavit,

to

g

Honorable A. M. Harrison //,\\

riginal birth record. HNeith-
isgtrar nor any local reglatrar
shall issue a certified copy of any birth or
death certificatie wvwherein a child or an adult

is stated to be 1llegitimate, unless such certi-
fied copy is ordered by & Court of competent jur-
isdiction.”

Your question arises from the fact that neither the
Constitution nor the statutes of this 3tate grant to any court
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specific jurisdiction to order the issuasnce of & certified copy
of the birth record of an illegitimate child.

Section 8 of Article 5 of the Constitution of Texas,
in addition to conferring upon the district court jurisdiction
in the particular kinds of cases therein named, further provides
that said distriet court "shall have general original jurisdic-
tion over all causes of action whatever for which a remedy or
jurisdiction is not provided by lav or this Constitution.” This
constitutional provision has been carried forward into our stat-
utes. Article 1909, ¥. R. C, 8.

Chief Justice Hemphlll, in speaking of the jurisdic-
tion of the district court, sald:

"The only inquiry to be made at the institu-
tion of a suit is wvhether the facts of the case
are such as to entitle a party to a judgment in
his favor in either law or equity; and if he have
rights cognitzable by either, such relief will be
ad Judged by the court as the nature of the case
demands.” & Texas 109, 114, :

It 1s therefore our opinion that the district courts
have jurisdiotion, upon proper petition, to order the issuance

of a certified copy of the birth record of an illegitimate
child after such child is no longer a minor.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXA3
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