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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

i AUSTIN

GERALD Co MANN
§ ATTORNEY GENERAL
¢ ,

iionorable 8. J. Isaacks, Chairwan
_ Cozmdttee on Judiclary a.nd nnl.roru State Laws
* Austin, Texas
i pear kir. Isaackst Op:uﬂ.on So. o-,-g.us
o fes Constitwtionality of id. B.

Xo. M0, 483th-Lexislature,

. _ b & Sesgion, \
Je beg to acknowledr, roc.eig , of your !'cqozt

for an aopinion of this department with l\espect to the con=
: st:l.tutionanty ef the abcv& on so nill.
] 8. B. ¥o. 280 is enduent of thoe statutes
: with reapoot teo the munn emant. ragos.

)z .
Section nne:nﬂs ﬁubsect‘xon ‘18 of Article a2 of
: tha Rovised Civil Statuteas, as amended by . B, Ko, 1668,

Acta of the Ropmlar /Sossicn of\$he 44th Legislature, so as
t0 read as rouo‘r{:

A1l current wages Top/personal services
of pét wore t.nm\bzuen L$15.00) Dollars per
wosk 3ro gxoeop il Bame. excoeds such Fif-
geen/ (3 151004 Dollars_per week, thon rinety

’(90*’) percentor of nuch sages ahove Fiftecn
N | ,m,uo) Dollara ner veek shall dC exempt, and
© ten (10%) por centwn thereof shall' be subject

to heing reached by law, 3ave and except gor-
n:l.shmcnt\V /

L

aactxon 2 amensds Zubscetion 5 of Avrticle »8™ of
tho fleviscd Cirvil statntea of Texas 30 a3 to road axactly

Liae gane as the Toregelns amencuent of Section 10, Articloe
3.

The oxecompticn of current wvaces {for

nerscnal sore
vices llos deeper

i:an t&o statutes in cur jurisprudonce.

seeticn 23 of Aprticlas ZYVI of the Constituticn dae
elareg:

NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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Bonorable 8. J. Isaacks - page 2

%#No current wages for nersenal service
siall ever be subject to garnisbment,?

The Constituticn is supre=e, and no statutory ene
actoent, shethor an orizinal or an acendatory a2ct, 1n cone
travention thoreof is valid. The lansuage of the Constitu-
tion 1s unambiguous, and its prohibition ig without gquatifi-
cation. If ®"no current wages® shall evor be subject to zar~
nishment, it necessarily follows that neither fifteen per
oent, nor tea per oant, nor any other per cent of such wages
zay bo made subject to zarnishment.

It can pake no differenco that the Hill aunthorizoes
thes oreditor to reash by law the vages of hig debtor *save
and excopt garnishment,.* In what other method could it be
reached than by gornishpeatt Tho kill Jdoes not undortaks $o
provido anotber metiiod to acoonplish this ond, but if 1t wore
to d0 s0, and ghould provide a remedy ond call it Yippound-
ing*, *distraint®, or vhat not, sucii a bill would neverthe-
legs violato the very gpirit and purpose of the Constitution.
Eapocially mentioning Ygarnishxent® in the Constitution is
no limitation whatsocever upon tho obvious purpose to oxecpt
all current wages for personal service from the oxacticn of
eraditors, and wonild forbid logislative enactrments setting
up a procooding undeér another naze, tka effect of whieh
would ho to subject the current wages or personal service
t0 an ippounding for debt. House 5111 %80 1s, therefere,
in violation of the Constitution.

Very itruly yours
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