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Honorable 7. F. shOk
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Pecos, Toxas

Dear 8ir: Opinion
Re: VWhether aiie collector,

: ovid-
o in Article 7331 of
5 Revised Civil Statutes
or to the amendment in

Your r 7# the above matter has
been received dered, and ve have reached
the following ¢ thereto,

us Tor 1920 shows the population of
or /1930 as 6,407,

1 97+ -¥hat 1 ovn as the Maximum Fee lav uas
passed, and Iimiting the fees of the officers named

there of w. s the tax collector, Chapters 5 and 15,
pages 5 2,
Session; but, 8e

Reeves Codnty §,

lavs, 25th Legislature, First Called
1o’ 17 thereof provided that counties having
& population of 15,000 or less vere exempt therefrom. This
provision vas carried into the Revised Civil Statutes of 1511
as Article 3893, In 1913, an amendment vas passed which had
the effect to raise this maximum figure to 25,000, General
lavs, 33rd legislature, Regular Session, Chapter 121, page
248. In 1919, the 36th Legislature, Chapter 158, e 299,
repesaled Article 3898, the effect of which was to bring the
officers, including tax collectors, of counties with a popu-
lation of 25,000 or less within the operation of the maximum
fee lav, This lav became effective June 29, 1919. Hovever,
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the 38th Legislature, Acts 1923, Chapter 181, pege 397, re-
enacted the provisions of said Article 3898, vhereby officers,
including tax collectors, in counties having a population of
25,000 or less vere exempt from the Maximum Fee Law. This
amendment became effective July 2, 1925. Rffective January
1, 1931, the klst legislature, Acts 1930, Fourth Called Ses-
sion, Chapter 20, repealed Article 3900 of the Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas of 1925, vhich wvas originally said Article
3898, and brought back under the Maximum Fee Lav all counties
vhose population was less than 25,000, Therefors, since
Reeves County vas exempt from the Maximum Fee lav from July

2, 1923, to January 1, 1931, all of the fees referred to by
you whioh were earned within that tiwe should be turned over
to the proper sx-tax collector vho edrned them as he is en-
titled to receive them for services rendered dur his tenure
of office. 'But, if any of said fees were earned during the
period of time between June 29, 1919, and July 2, 1923, they
vould be subject to the provisions of the Maximum Fee lav as
it vas vorded during that period of tinme,

In 1923, the 38th lLegislature, at its First Called
Session, Chapter 21, page 180, emended Article 7691 of the Re-
vised Civil Statutes of 191l lArtiola 7331 of the Revised Civil
Statutes of 1525) so that same read in part s follovs:

®, « « For preparing the annual delinquent
list of assessments charged to the tax collector
upon the tax roll, but which have not been col-
lected at the time of his annusl settlement vith
the State and county, separating the property pre-
vicusly sold to the 3tate from that reported sold
&s delingquent for preceding years and for prorat-
ing the State taxes into State revenue, State
school and 8State pension, calculating the penalty,
extending it and adding it in with other taxes,
belancing the delinquent list, and certifying it to
the commissionera' court and the Comptroller, the
tax collector shall be entitled to a fee of one
dollar for each correct assessment of land tc be
80ld, said fee to be taxed as costs against the
delinquent. Provided that in no case shall the
3tate or county be liable for said fee, which shall
be additional and cumulative of all other fees now
alloved by law and shall not be accounted for under
the fee bill, as fees of office."
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This amendment became effective September 19, 1923,
and remained in effect until 1t wvas again amended by the 4lst
Legislature, Acts 1930, Fourth Called Session, page 30, Chap-
ter 20, which became effective January 1, 1931, and vhich
amendment did not provide that said fee should be additicnal
and cumulative of all other fees then allowed by law, eto.,
as provided in the above quoted provision of 1923. Therefore,
for this further reason, any of the fees referred to by you
that were earned during the time between September 19, 1923,
and January 1, 1931, should be turned over to the proper ex-
tax collector vho earned them as he is entitled to receive
thenm for services rendered during his tenure of office.

This department has heretofore passed upon & some-~
what similar question, &s shown by Opinion Ko. 0-2186, a copy
of which is herewith enclocased for your further information.

Trusting that this satisfactorily answvers yowr in-
quiry, ve are

Very truly yowrs

e
fmm MAY 5, 1943 ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
L AESISTANT By 52\4 &ﬁw’&"
SO TY GIETERA) Jas. W. Bassett
Assistant
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