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e on. Geo. H. Sheppard

4 Coaptraoller of fublio Accounts

3 Austin, Texas
é Dear 3ir:t
; Oplnlon Ho. 0"5270

f He: Allocation of moneys be\paid

by the Feleral Fublie &
Authosfity ih lieu of Statw/taxes,

Your letter of Ap 1 § 543 / Teads, in part,
43 follows: - '

*The Federa)
preparing to pay An lis
to the various 8.6

Authority is now
nx o6 oortaln sums

Sﬁie 41 questiocns arise
ince of this money:

: feid 1n 1leu of taxes,
hox shy/ R he 3tate Treasury?

doney 18 palld inw to the Couny Tax

A8s8anehyr-Co otof wouli the Ansessor-Collesgtor bde
:2::t1°' to comxisaicns on such sums as belong to the
&7 ,

"4. In State Aid Counties, such as Nueces, if
the money ls paid to the Assesasor-Colleator would the
eounty retain a portion that is aathorized to be remitted
$0 the County Troessursr for the peyment of maintenance of
Boa walls, #to.?"
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"“'Mn....
Avy,
N 8 Y8 BE fONATRUYN At A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY QENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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All property owned by the Unlitel ltates 1s, by
our stetutes, oxeupted fro~ taxation. .rtiole 7150, R. C, 3,
&y virtue of verious scts passzel by the United Statea Congrees,
the sduinistrator of the Ffederal Publio fiousing Authority is
suthorized to make =nnudl payments fa lieu of tsxes to the
‘tate and ths wvsrious local eubdivisiona of the Stste in whioh
real rroperty is acquired by the iousing Authority. Cee rublio
84,9, 76th Congress, S5k 3tatutes, 1125 {(as amended by Fudlie 42,
Publie 137, Publie 4LO9, Publis 522, and Fublie 723, 77th Com-
gress), Fublle %, 77th Congreas, Tubiis 73, snd Pudlic 353,
77th Congress, Public 671, Publio 781, 76th Corgress. It will
bes noted that upon the property involved in each of the Federal
.0ts, the Administrator is sutiorized to pay "in lieu of taxes" an
saount whish would be the approximats equlvalent of-the azount
of taxes that would be pald upon such rsal property 1f sush
pro;erty were sublest to taxation and wsrs not exempt,

Sinco there 1s ro liability upon the inited Ztates
to ;a7 the syms autiorized in lisu of taxes, sny auch sums aQ
paid to the Stute will be {n the nature of zifts. ‘We have
haretofore held, inm our opialon No. 0-2042, that only the
Legislature of this stete 1s autiorized to ssospt gifts on
behalf of the State. e encloses herewith a copy of such
opinfon, It might be pointed cut that for the same reasons
thut the Leiislature is the only department of the State's
“overnuent whish can cocept gifts, it is likewlas the only
de;aruzent of the government which oan rejest gifts.

. 3inge the Legislature has nelther eccepted nor
Te;ected, on hehalf of the State, any euzs that have been
9r cay nereafter be tendsred to the State in lieu of taxes
:Don Lthe lends in question, we think that any suash sums ten-
24Ted to the offioclals of the Stets under the suthority of the
;;aeral 16ta would be "money the status of whieh is undeter-
‘hizi" within the meening of irticls 4388, V. A, ¢ 3., and
arts it shoull be disposed of as therein directed, Thad

ole raalds, in part, as follows:

*The 3tate Treasurer shall reoeive Aally from the
head of each departzent, , . . a detailed list.of all
Persona reaitting money, tha status of which is undeter-
Rined or which is swaiti{ng the tize when 1% 6an be finally
:tkan into the tressury . . . depooit receipt shall be

32uod by the Conmptroller for the daily total of sueh
;emittanoas rrox each department, and the Caeshler of the
Teasurer's Departnenthiglll kesp a ocash Yook, to De ocalled
Q‘:3D°hst ossh book' in whioh to enter these deposit re-
¢ipts, and any others issued for cash r ecslpts, for whieh
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no deposit warrants can be issued, or when thelr
issuance is delayed, A8 soon as the status of money

80 placed with the Treasurer on a deposit receipt is
determined, it shall be transferred from the suspense
account by placing the portion of it belonging to the
gtate in the Treasury by the issuance of a deposit war-
rant, and the part found not to belong to the State shall
be refunded., , . ." '

we must, therefore, answer your first guestion by
saying that in cur opinion such sums as may be paid by the
Administrator, "in lieu of State taxes", under the authority
of the said Federal Acts, should be paid directly to the State
Treasurer and should be placed by him {n the suspense account
88 "money the status of whioch 1s undetermined,* and the ulti-
zate disposition of whioh should be made in accordancs with
the direction of the Legislature.

Such sums as may be paid by the Administrator
*in lieu of taxes" of local political subdivisions should, of
ocurse, he pald directly to the proper local authorities, aml
not to the State Treasurer.

. Heving thus answered your first guestion, it be-
9 mes unnecessary for us to discuss the remaining questions
oontained in your letter.

Trusting-that the above fully answers your inquiry,

X% are

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF T2XAS

A YAt

. Fowler Robertis
=, Assistant
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