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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS ,
AUSTIN

Honorabhle Sidney Latham

Socretary of State
Austin, fexas '
Dear Lr, Lathamg Opinion Neo, 4-8010

: Reg Pcnrea- of Governonto thdrav

Your letter of the t submits the follow-

ing quaiuam

hav:l.n ap ov'ed, | signed

Kay the u
and filed & . 117 - the Seore-
tary of 6t t.o, uithd from the of-
fiee of tha b te for further acn-
siderationt \j
t.uut.:l. s Section 14, provides:

11 thich ghall have passed both
Lsiature shall be presented
r |for his approval, If he ap~
411 algn 1¢: but Lf he disepprove
1t, e 3411 feturn it, with his objections,
to tha Mo in whicli it originated, which .
House onter the cbjections st large up-~
on ua journal and proceed to reconsider it.
If after sueh reccusidcration, two-thirds of
the cembers pregent agreée to pass the will,
it ghall be sent, with the ebjections, to the
other bhouse, by wh:&ch likewise 1t shall be re-
considered; and, 1f approved by two~thirds of
the wembers of that Louse, 1t shall hecome o
lawy but in such cases the votes of both
Bouses shall be determined by yveéos and nays,
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and the namos of the membeérs voting for and
agatinst the bill shall be entered on the
journal of each House respectively., If any
¥1l shall not be returned dy the Governor
with bis objeotions within ten days (Sundsys
excepted) after it shall have been presented
to him, the sames shall be a law, in like men~
ner as if he kad signed it, unlieas the Legig~
lature, by its sdjourmment, prevent its re-
tarn, in which case it shall be a lew, unless
he shall file the same, with his objectiens,
in the office of the Secrotary of Rtate and
give notice thereef by pudbliec proclaxatiom
‘within tventy days after suck adjournment. If
any bill preseanted te the Governer contains
saveral items of ayprepriation he may ochjest
tc one or more of such items, and approve the
other pertien of the bill. In such cuse he
shall append io the bill, at the time of
. it, a statement of the ftems to which he
chjocta, and no Litem 90 cdjected to shall take
effect. If the Legislature de in session, he
shall transmit to the louse in which the M1l
originated a copy of guch statement and the
items objected 0 shall ba separately cengide
ored . s On reconsideration, one or mere of
such items by approved dy two-thirds of the
megbars presant of esch Houme, the same shall
be part of the lav, notwithatanding the cbject
ion of the tovernor. I any such hill, con~
soveral items of appropristion, not
haring been pregented to the Governor tem days
(Sundays exsepted) pridr te sdjourmment, be in
the hands of the Governor at the tinme of ad-
journnment , he shall have twenty days from such
adjournsent within which to file objections to
any itena thorseof and nake proclamation of the
sape, and such item or items shall not take ef'-
feot.

By Section B1 of tho sawmo Article of the Consti-
tution, the Secretary of State is regquiroed to ®"keep & falr
register of all official acte and proceslings of the Govern-
or," By statute, he is likewise required to “asttend at
every sossion of the Legiaslature ts roceiving bills which
have beoome lavs,® (B.C.8,.,Art.4331).
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It 1s well settled that the time allowed by
constitutional provision for eonsideration of bills is
a xatter of privilege with the Governor, who may waive
his right to the full period and veto or appruve o
bill within the allotted period. MHunt v, State, ¥2
Ark, 241, 79 8. ¥. 7602, 108 A. 8. R. M, 2 Ann, Caa, a3,
66 L« Ro A. 71; Plcokle v. Molall, 84 Tex, 212, 24 S. W,
2‘&’ 25 R, €, L. 890.

¥iille the Governor retains a Hill in hie
possession and under his contrel within the allotted
period, he may reconsider his actien thereon; but
shen he approves and signs a2 bill, and deposits it
with the Secretary of 8tate, the official repogitory
of the official acis of the Governor ani of all laws,
ne has placed the bill beyond his control and may not
thereafter recall the bill from the Seeretary of
state's office for further consideration. People

v. McCullough (Xi1.) 71 N. E. 802; o v. ¥eCall,
suprag 26 1. q- L. 892; g C. J. 532. .

Yary truly yours
ATTCAREY GENBERAL OF TVXAS
By ,éZ%ZZéEZZo4A%4»49(—/’

R, ¥, FAIRCHILD
ASRIBTART

uAY-24, 1945
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