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Honorable H, Pat Edwards .
‘ Civil Distriot M:‘Iiornq o
Hall of -Records .

Dallas, Texas

3 is a tederal COrm™
an ¥inanoce Corpora~
ted in Seotion 54 of

2007 its oharter (6F. R. 89713
norated bbleyte and purposes it is

tion parsuant to thé es
the Reconatrustio: A

and o5 e land, pmhaae loase
plants, and purchase ana produce

fagcllitiel, machinery, materials, and

Qr the manufacture of atrategic and

ri {cal maderidls, aras, amnunition, and implae
sy other articles, equipment

supplies nocessary to the na‘l‘si.onal

such othsr articles, equipment

g, #nd naterials as ba required in. the

manulaeture or use of any of the foregoing or

otaemise recessary in connection therewith;® -

{ 13 C. T. Re, 1941 Bupp., P« 15C4)

By its- chartor { 6 ¥, R. 6451} and by statute
(55 stat. 248; 15 U, 8. C. A« So¢. 610) the person.al
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Son. 3, Fat LAwexds Puge L.

proparty of the corporaiion io exczpt iroa property and
use taxes.

ouwr inforaation is that under its ohortor powers

tho Defonsp Pl=nt Corporation has finuncad and erocted plants '

Zor the production of syathetic rubber, tadk sotors, .irplane
partys, iron and &tesl, high expiosives and other srtioles

. Doceasary for tha prosocatios of the war. Ye also unlerstand
‘that the custonary procedure 1 for the Defunse Plart COTPOTe
ation to taxe a lease or assicanent of the -Jease 0f the -t
plauat site and then enter into u *lease occntiact” with the
opcratos=-to=bs of the plunt whoredy the Defconse Plant Core

poration- Clnances the erectina of the plant end the nmuw- .

uonotitscmmntudmdtoluumpnntum
opmrm its coxpletion. The Defease Flaat
e e L&W“a&%m’tm‘ tor § 61'
are v ey, whore Q s eu
%?mn&um from ths Defense Plent

- -Comut upon teras mntually satiaf mm.umueoat

plas Intersat ox eech itea purchased.

¥ -Under the tmm coutraot mtu!.tm .tar our
considoration.with your request the entite transuctiont
is divided futo & Construction Progrum { the oreelion of the
plant}, sa scquisition Frogrem (acqiieition amd installation
oFf gachinery and oqaiprient) exd a laase.or thmmmu
( operstica of the pleut bs lsssce) . -

© iotor wvehicles are purchased and »ald for 'h:

- tie Dafense Plant Corporaticn during these prosracs end
. G5 ugsed by the lessec’s exployeos or a subcontractor of
- the loszee iIn coaneection with the ersction of the plaat
* or ia counoctica sith tint ordinary busipess of the 3lant
- afger §ts cumpletion. Your queation is whether or not

uadur thess circumstances tls owner of puch vehioles is
Toguiled To pay the zotor vehiclo resisiration fee yro-

-yisead for in Title 118 of the xavised Civil Statutes of
- Texad. wo assume thut by the terms “owner® you refcy to

the Lefucuo .?J.aut .Corporation.
In our opinion tha “ownsr™ is rer.uired to oy

Sagistirotica fees on thase sotor vehloles but an “owzer®

. uner the statuts iz pot the lusal vitle holder ezcluaively,
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« Svory owtes of s motor

+ - traller gzed of to b used apon public
tmsmmwmuohmtotmsutc
sepurtasant through Sthe

eadll sdoh velilcle owned

arvicle 8876a-l ¥V, A Co 3¢ defines the tara
“Yowner® as,

porson who houa the a.eau title of

of ession
L, O comro of 83

Ae Co Geg providos mt.

‘m;h?.m’ or stnle .qt

b;m.fartho

or current cmm yeoar Or tnexpired portion

theuot....

hy,

apon the highways, and not

m datinition of «a W {8 ‘elastic rar “use

is the gubidct matter

onnorsiiy,
turdencd,." 8, ioody ( Cox, ¢ 19838}, 18 &, ¥, End
900, The lovy To B : -t .

not a Gty tax Wit a feq for the vila
- 02 using tha ofm: Soh b
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as cue uscd our afghways i he (a) holda the lagal title

to tie vehicle; (b} haz the legal
vohicle; L {c) has tha dlogal Tight of coarrol of the vehicle.

of posseasion of the

abilo the Defense Plant Corporation holds the
legal title tc tho vehioclos, asithar Defensc Plant Corjporation -

- oY its euployaes ugoe the vehiclea. The vehicles are used b

|
the caployses of & dofeass plant or by a cabsontruoter of o 7
dofeonse plant. Thoy ars nseﬁ by virtao of a laease contruct
excecuted by the Defense Plast Corporation as losscr of the
aguipacnt. %o our nind the qQueavion is whethor or not undor
these circusmstancos the lossce and its subeontractor wito
tarsugh thely omployees . use the vehicles are £10se having the

*lezal Tizkt of jostession™ or
of poth vehicles,

or *thes legal right of control™
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. I cur opinica lo, 0-2108 thie dapartzgt wndartook to
defing 84 garay “leml £icht of rossaesica™ and “lcgnl
Sirat of e ntrol™ fo wesd in the recistyation atatute, %o

. bold thal barc posseanicn by a scrvaat or afant {3 fnsurssd.

. o¢lent; that sone dorrce Of porzancnoy 4a roguired; that the

veitolo exst be In posgescicn of cce vho would sae that 4%

w2 koct mw condition end ta whem $tg good otmdsition”
a3 ensrus Ve said that the-tarze vonld inslude a
porson vko hes sll the rizhis in the vakiole, $ts e-rteol
-8R opexction, ¢aa and panagerent; tut vho does 2ot have
Jezal title, Cno of ths.oxpes o elted wea the csco of
ulst vs F411, 99 Fao, 204, by tha Siprame Court of Cale -

. fforaie which specirically fnctuded o leespts &9 c20 vho.dis
8 “legil poszeasor Of propetty.” | .- .

-

" ﬁw'waad !.g:c:?: o:c:hc:i*.:a by Jess :ngﬁ m.:.‘.!ttod
/ the maohins ds- Jesscs )
d cghaasd by & tntk:‘gsmetmfeaaamatcomatm: wder
. pavaccaph Suelve such machinery 19 lceaseud bY. nefenad Flant
& Coenorstish for & tava geb forth In the contrapt, Pevsgroaph
* gixteen Yequires leases o0 insure tho.property at fte oxpune,
:  hder Frracraph elghteen lossee a3 raguired o kogp &)
:.-acu:m? in & good atate ‘of repalr (ordinsry waar snd tear

excopted}. o
5 usa texes cx machinery asd sguipocnt to be naid by the lasnes,
we &0 zot 2ind that pafensc Tlent Corporation resarysd
. gny ezrtrol ovey tfie use.of tha couipment by lewnqge oticy
* * thaz ths lizitntion {pareeraph 21} t louces would siot
) ufthond osnsant of Defensges Plant Corporation vee tha equip-
zeat for pusrosas other thnl the =ssufaotuvre of tho material
¢ by sroducal by the plant, ‘

. >t 1s cur oninlon thet the lesres and its sube
coatractor arg by virtue of the lsasc ccatract those haviag
rLho lazal rirtt of posaczsica® grvthe logal ri. .kt of control”
o2 tho 2gtor vohicles. The volisles are used by amplovede
of the ccfonge industyy and asploycdes of itz subesplroctor
asd tae resistration fee Lupisad by our gtetute Lfallr cpon
tha lesace a2nd {ta suatcontraciors rather $hax Lhe Defense
Yozt Coxperavion. ‘

. Je rosuns . that no quastiv 42 palced roguniing
vericins uoad By aqrloyens of thy Dsfeasre Mant Corravallion
in Custiersien of 1Ss pcaaaril activition vherely the

tza 50 proeviled fu Anticles L475ne3, ¥, A« Ce Toy foOr
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vehtoles wbick ara ths property oo and uosd exclusively $n tho
.ae>vias of ths United Statea Covernnent, sicht apply.

We are roturaing harowith ¢tho leass fora you odbtained
fron the Defensa Plant Corporatica ss raqueatad in your letter
of June 25, 1943,
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