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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable J. A. Belger
County Auditor

Travis County

Austin, Texas

Dear 3ir:

lette of June 16th, 1943, re
6&5386 Austin Community ﬂursary
vised th as I understand, the
ooi i3 a group’of Auatln
or the speciflc purpose of-
.ap taining nursery schools with funds -
col%ected from. wvarious sources. These nursery schools,
understand; ard to be maintained for the care
and t chsns of whose parsnt or parsris are
engaga B ul occupation, It i3 my understand-
ing also‘tggf thé child or children of a parent or
parents whosisnot engaged in & gainful occupation
are not eligible: to be taken into the Austin Commun-
"~ 3ty Hursery School., It is my underatanding that the
parent or parents of the children cared for and
taught by ths Austin Community Rursery School are
required to pay fifteen or twenty cents per day foxr
the malntenance and teaching of each child in s3aid
Nursery 3chool, as shown by the budget sent you with
ny request for opinion on this matter, although I ean
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informed that 1n cases of low-wage bracket parents this
per dlem fee 1s sometimes walved, as to the parents,
by those in charge of the Austin Communitiy Rursery
Scheool, but paild by some other person or organization.

"Children admitted into these Hursery Schools
Brg cared for and taught by sald Schools only during
the dsytime and are returned to their parent or parents
during the ovening and nighttime.

*I do not know upon what statutory provision this
grant of aid is sought,”

We quote from 11 Taxas Jurisprudence, pages 563-4-5, as
followa: ‘ ' -
"e « + Countiea, being component parts of the
state, have no powers or dutles except those which are
clearly set forth and defined in the Constitutlon and
statutea. The statutes have clearly defined the powers,
prescribed the guties, and imposed the liabilities of
the cormissioners? courts, the medium through which
the countles act, and from those statutes must come
81l the authority vested in the counties. . «+ .

"e « « Commlssionsrast! courts are courts of limit-
ed jurliasdiction, in that their seuthority extends only
to matters pertaining to the genoral welfare of their
respective counties and that their povers are only thosp
expresaly or impliedly conferred upon them by law, -
thnz is, bynths Conatitution and statutes of this
atateo. + .o ‘

¥We have been unable to fird any coastitutional or statu-
tory authority aunthorizing Travis County to donate county funds
in aid of such project.

Section 52 of Article 3, of our 3State Conatitution,
vould also prohlbit Travis County from making such donation of
county funda. The sezctlon providea in part as follows:

"The lLeglslature has no powsr to authorize any
county . . . of the 3tate te lend its credit or to
grant public money or thing of value in 8id of or to
any individgal, assoclatlion, or corporation whatso-
GVA'e o o« &«
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We therefore anawer your guestion in the negativea.

Very truly yours

ATTT I JUY 24, 1947

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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