OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN
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Honorable H, D, Stringer
County Attornoy, Hall County
Memphis, Texas

Dear 3Sir: Opinion Yo, Ol
Re: Authority o

This is ia response Lo 1c - of July 18, 1943,
rog:e-tlng the opinlon of tAls ¢ faen¥ on the following
aatter:

*The Comaispionere™ Court of this County has
anked ny adyfoe re poot the County enter-

nf into a/00 iting of cere
tain expenies ¢o be ihgurred 1n moving and setting

ap oortaln dbaildings to\houye priscners of war for

tuation the government

g A other localities whieh

id set wp, The prisconers of

med out to different farmers and

9 £ w}ll pay the government $1.50 per day
eagh prisopér's lador. Ir the moving of these
\dinksand setting them up ocertain expenses will

4 and the government wants to de assured

: bient farmers will employ suffieient
prilonera to insure & return of these expenses,

, "I have advised tho court that I ocan find no

! legal eautbority for the count to anderwrite suoh
ad andertaking as this, though in all prodability

there will be no liabiiity on the oounty. '

"Because of the aoctte farm lador shortage here
the question of seouring these prisoners of war
is affeoted with oconsideradle interest, anmd I wouid
appreciate you advising =e if thore 1s anyway the
eounty oan snter into this matter legally.®*

®Auy,
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Honorable N, D, Stringer, page 8

You are, of eourse, faailiar with the general rules
set forth in 1l *01;. Jurisprudence at peages $03-4-8 to the
sffeot thats

%= * * Counties, being eomponent parts of
the state, have no powers or duties except those
whioh are olearly sed forth and defined ia the
constitution and statutes, The statutes have
slearly defined the powers, presoribed the duties,
and imposed the liasbilisies of the cormissionars!
sourts, the medium through which the different
eounties, act, and from those statutes must come
all authority vested im the ecounties, * * *

w* & * Comnissioners' Courts are eourts of
limited Jjurisdioetion in that their authority ex-
tends only to matters pertaining t¢o the genersl
welfare of thelr respective oounties and that their
powers are only those expressly or impliedly eon-
ferred upoh them by law, = « that is, bz the c¢on-
stitution. and statutes of the state, * * *°

You are also familiar with Artiole B; Seotion 18 of
the Constitution of Texas, which limits the powers and jarise
diction of the scunty commissioners' eourt to "ocounty dusiness®

and with Article S, Section 82 of the Constitution, which pro-
vides, in pars:

"The legislature shall have no power to au-
thorize any eounty * * * to lend its oeredit or
to grant pudblic money or thing of value in aid

of, or to any individual, assooiatioa, or cor-
poration whatsoever, * * **

T gy

You desire to know whether or not EHall County xay
Jontract to indemnify the Federal government im moving duild-
t‘tl to your ocounty to house war prisoners; the waderstanding
'zinc that Hall County will reimburse the goverament. if not
Ough farmers take advantage of prisom lador at $1,50 per

th: PSF prisoner (to be pald to the Government) to jastify
$xXpense,
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Ia our opinion, under the authorities oited, Hall
County has no such authority,

Yours very truly,
ATTORNEY/EENERAL OF TZXAS

,ii2;§%551;7 552372;45254L_~//’
By '

FIRST ASSISTABQ
ATTORNEY GENERAM
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Jas, D, Smallen
Assistant
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