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¥iss Vera V. Fogg

County Attorney S
Hardeman County

Quanah, Texas

pDear VWiss Togg: opAinjion“yjo. 0-5480

cles and display
o 1943 tabs; repeal
Sgcx\v of art. 807b,

AN C); end what was
the effective date of
the aot?

In your Iutter to the Altorney General of Texas,
dated July 31 1943, 8364 our opinion concerning

the above matt

ted the following quastions,
to-wit '

~

"gUES;gON: Are the provisions of House
cﬁghlativa of all other laws re-
lading\to retﬁzzration of motor vehloles, and

43 registration tabs are not displayed
8 e penalty provided by Art., 807b,

nTn other words, doces the Highway Department
heve suthority under Wouse Bill Wo. 273, to re-
quire registration of motor vehicles and dieplay
of 1943 tsbs, and anthority to enforce this re-
quirement?
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"QUESTION RO, 2: Does House Bill No, 273,
requiring retention of 1942 license plates, re-
peal the provisions of Sec. 7, Art., 807b, FPenal
Code, which prohidits display of license plates
for any preceding year?

"QUESTION NO, 8: Exactly what was the ef-
fective daté of House Bill No, 2737

"(Art. 6675a~13., Number Plates)

*The Department shall issue or cause to bde
issued, one license numdber plate for each motor-
cycle, road-tractor, trailer or semi-trailer, and
two llcense number plates for any other vehicle
registered under this Act, In case one number
Plate Ls assigned to a vehiole, it shall be at-
tached thereto at the rear thereof; and in case
two are assigned, one shall be attached at the
front and one at the rear. Said plates shall be
kept clearly visible and securely attached during
the year for which they are issued. license num-
ber plates issued for vehioles required to bde
registered under the provisions of this Act shall
not be attached theretc bdefore the beginning of
the calendar year for which they are issued; end
provided that said lioense number plates shall be
manufactured and produced at the State Penitentiary
at Huntsville, Texas, Provided further, that the
State Penitentiary shall be authorized to manufao-
ture all steel or metal road signs, and provided
further, that, at the disoretion of the State
Highway Commission, the State Penitentiary may
make Oor manufacture road signs made of wooden
material, (Acts 1929, 41st Leg., 2nd C. S., p.
172, oh. 88, § 13, as amended Acts 1935, 43rd.
Leg,, p. 547, ch, 178, § 1.)*

n{Art., 6675a-13%4. Penitentiary to furnish
license plates and road signs)

"On proper rejguisition from the State Highway
bepartment, the State Board of Control shall order
the designated quantity of license plates anéd rocad
gigns from the State Penitentiary. The State RBoard
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of Control shall determine and set the price
t0 be charged for each item. (Acts 1933, 43rd
Leg., pP. 547, oh, 178 8 2)."

The above Articles authorize and direct the Stete
Highway Department to issue or cause to be issued license
plates for registered vehicles and provide for the number
of plates to be attached to each registered vehicle and the
plaoce and manner where such plates shall be attached and how
the same shall be kept attached, Said Artiocle alsc provides
that said plates shall be manufactured at the State Peniten-
tiary at Hunteville, Texas, and that the State Board of Con-
trol on proper requllition from the State Highway Department
shall order the designated quantity of liocense plates from
the State Penitentiary.

"Art, 807b, Operation of Motor Vehicles
without liocense number plates,

*Sec, §. Any person who operates a pess-
enger car or a cosmeroial vehicle or truck-
tractor upon the public highways of this gtate
any time during any month of a motor vehiole
registration year without bhaving displayed
thereon, and attaohed thereto, two (2) license
number plates, one plate at the front and one
at the rear, which have bdeen 4uly and lawfully
assigned for said vehicle for the current regis-
tration year, shall be guility of a migdemeanor;

"Seo, B, Any person oconvicted of a misde-
meanor for violation of Section 6, Section 6 or
Section 7 of this Act shall be fined in sny sum
not exceeding Two Hundred Dollars (#200.00{.
(Aots 1934, 43rd Leg., Pnd C. 8., p. 5, oh, 3,)"

House Bill No, 273 reads as follows, to-wit;

*gection 1. That Chapter 88, House Bill Ro.
8, Section 13, Acts of the Forty-first Legislature,
Second Cslled Sesgion, as amended by Aots of the
Forty-third Legislature, Regular Session, Chapter
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178, Seotion 1, Rouse Bill Ko, 459, be amended
t0 hereafter read as follows:

»1section 15, The State 3ighway Department
is hereby authorired to issue for the 1943, 1944,
and 1945 motor vehicle regisiration years a single
Plates or plates of metal or other material, symbols,
tads, or other devices whiolb when attached to a
motor vehicle baving bsen duly registered for thas
preceding registration year shall for the purpcse
of this Aot be deemed to bLe the legal registration
insignia for the registration year for which issued.'

»Se0, £, Upon payment of the prescribed regis-
tration fee by applicants for motor vehicle registra-
tion, the State hway Depsrtment is authorized to
issue through the Qounty Tax Assessors-GCollectors a
single plate or plates of metal or cther materisl,
symbols, tabs, or other devices, $o be attached to
a motor venisle having duly authorized liocense plate,
plates or other insignia for the precsding registra-
tion year. xotor vehieles not proviously registered
may be 1ssued a reguler matel license plate oOr plates
1f suoch be availabdle or mey be issued symdbols, tabs,
or other devices which shall be deemed to be iho
legal registration insignia for the registration
yoar ip whieh the vehicle is registered.

*3ec, 3. The owner of each motor vehicle
reregistered for the 1943 registration year is
hereby directed and regquired to retaln in plaoce
and in use on such vehiocle the plate or plates ls-
sued for the registretion year 1942 in addition to
the metal tabs issued for the 1043 registration
year. In the 1944 and 1948 registration years the
legal rugistration insignia issued by the State
Highway Department through the County Tax Asses-
sors-Collectors shall be attached to the vehicle
in place or places prescribed Dy the State MHighway
Department in such manner as o be clearliy visible,
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"fec. 4, That Chspter 178, Fouss Bill No,
450, Seatlion 2, Acts of the ror&y-third Legisia~
ture, Regular Session, be amended to hersafter
read as follows:

»'3gction £. The State Fighway Department
shsll prepare the designs and specifiestions for
the single plate or plates of metal or other mat-
erial, syadols, tabs, or other devices selected
by the Btate ﬂlgh-a{ Commission to be used as tdwe
legal registrstion insignia amd reguisition and
purchase of the same shall be submitted to the
State Boaxrd of Control for approval,.’

*fes. 8. If any section, subsection, sentenes,
olause Or phrase cof this Act is tor-agi reason held
unecastitutional, the unconstitutionality thereof
shall not affect the validity of the remaining por-
tion of this a0t, The Legislature hereby declares
that it would have passed the Act and esch section,
subsection, sentenocs, clause, snd phrase thereof,
irrespective of the faot that ons or aore of the
sections, subseotions, sentences, claunses or
phrases be dsolared unconstitutional.,

*Ses. 6. All laws or parts of laws in coafliet
h.:;:i:% s hereby repealed $c ths extent of suah
00 .

v3e¢. 7. The shortage Of steel oaused by the
requiressnts for the Netional Defense and the ad-
sence of s suitable and sconcmical substitute for
steel in the manufsoture of motor vehiale liocense
plates oreats sn emergsudy and an imperative pubdlie
ascgessity that the Constitutional hule requiring
that billis be read on three separste days in esach
Rouse be and the sams is heareby suspended, eand this
A0t shall take effect and be in force from and
after its pessage, and it 18 a0 enasted,

*Fassed the Nouse, February 19, 1943; Yeas
119, Xays ©; peassed the Senste, Haroh &, 1943
Yeas 26, Hays O.

riprroved darch &, 1943,

rvffeotive YMaroh 5. 1943.~
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Seo, § of Art. 807b, P. C., makes it a misdemeancor
offense for any person to operate a motor vehicle upon the
public highways of this State without having displayed thereon,
and attached thereto license number plates and Sec. 8 of said
Article 8Q78, fixes the penalty for said offense.

It is the opinion of this department that House
Bill No. 273 is cumulative of the other statutes relating to
the registration of motor vehicles and that the sams does not
repeal Sec. $ and Bec. 8 of Art, 807b, P. ¢. Therefore, the
answer to your riret question is in the affirmstive,

‘The languege of House Bill No. 273 is not vague,
ambiguous, uncertain or indefinite and the intent of the Legis-~
leture is very plain in the words of the Act. However, assum-
ing that the language of said House Bill No. 278 is vague, ag-
biguous, uncertain and indefinite, we still say that the sane
{s cumaletive of the other statutes rolating to the registra-
tion of motor vehicles and in support of this conclusion we
quote from 89 O, J. pp 958,859,960 and 961, to-wit:

*while the intent of the Legislature is to
be found primarily in the language of the statute
where such language is vague, smbiguous or uncer-
tain the Court may look, not only to the language
but to the subject matter of the Act, the cbject
to be acoomplished, or the purpose to be subserved;
i1t may also look in this connection to the exped-
fency of the Aot, or its occasion and necessity,
the remedy provided, the condition of the country
to be effected dy the Act, the consequences follow-
ing upon its enactment, are various extrinsic mat-
ters which throws some light on the Legislature's
intent. Logic and sound economic principles may
serve as & gulde to the Legislature's intent.

"In construing a statute to give effeot to
the intent of purpose of the Legislature, the ob-
Ject of the statute must be kept in mind, and such
construction placed upon it as will, if possidle,
affect its purpose and render it valid, even though
it be somewhat indefinite."
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It is the opinion of this department that House
pil1) %o, £73 suspends “ea., 7, srt. 807, V., A. F. C., foOr
the present regiastration yesr and soc long ss the Flghway
comission may rejuire retention of reglaztration insignia
of a previoup year under the terms of sald jiouse Bill.

¥ith reference to the effective date, House 21])
No. 273 appears to have passed the Fouse February 19, 19438
by & vote of 119 yees to no naye; and tc have passed the
gsenate Heroh 4, 1943 by s vote of £6 ysas %0 no nays; and
to havs been signsa by the Sovernor and approved Maroch 6,
1904%. It is therefore the opinion of this department thst
the effastive date of mald 241l was Yarch 6, 1948,

Yours very truly

/7 TFL 406 10 j04a ATTORNEY QENERAL OF TRKAG
Foin AZCT e By 5

L0 Toarpe ™ AR LA e8se Owens

CIUEY SENKRAT Assistant
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