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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

G<RALD €. MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable P. W. Minter Y
County Attorney . ¢ 3
Jim Hogge countg R
Hebbronville, Toxas |

Dear 3ir: Opinion Na. 0-5485 T
Re: Prowling arcund.the premisecs of
others, unaccompanied by acts ape-
cifically denounced by the:Pena
Cotde of Texas, is not neoessarily
a violation of law.

Replying to your recentletter we have to advise that
one "vho provls around the premisas of another at about the
usual hour of retirement at night? and possibly peers into the
windovs of the ocoupants’ of .such premiges, does not necessarily
commit an act that 13 denounced as a orlae Lty the Penal Code of
Texas. Such canduct; suspicious or reprehensible as it may be,
sust be accompanled by.some act that is specifically denounced
by the Penal Code hefore it esm form the basis of a criminal
prosecution. N .

In-the brief ‘submitted with your inguiry, you referred
to offensex againat the public peace, morsls, décency and chast-
ity, and the 0ffehses of trespass and malicious mischiefs These
statutes and others oover & great variety of prohibited acts
designed to protect the privacy of the home. But, as you con~
cluded, nomne-of them cover the situation you have described.

¥Vhile your statement does not indicate that the of-
fending person was masked op disguised, we ¢sll your attentian
to Articles 453a, ¥5%b and 4530, Vernon's Pepal Code of Texas,
making 1t an offense for a masked or disguised persan to go into
or near any private house or disturd any of the inhadblitanta
thereof.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEKAS
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