469

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

. Be T. Valters
coanty Auditor, bmith County

tyler, Texas

Dsar Sir: ‘ Opinion No. 04

gL .
to curs of the 17th, requesting ceérta 3dditional inforamstion

is order that we might re to you req est of July 24th for

the opinion of this de srstand your requeat
sontained in this corr po to be sdvised what
assurance, if suy, ¥ ve in approving elaias

nrmt appropriatioc - Couqty in ccnnection with the
ty~County Health Unit & uaty Child %elfars Unit
that the = neys have Degn X 2 purposes of the appro-

800 has
Gourt for "'i‘ravol Exe

doer appropridted by th Co sioners’
ponsss™ smissioners' Court has also approved

monthly p 8 bstantial sums to the City-County Child
Mlifare Un Your groblem ia oconsernsd with what evidence

for the purpose o ai appropristion.

It {8 an eleaentary rale of law that before a commis~-
Sioners' court may undertaie any project it must dbe adble to
point to statutory authorization for its action, Comigg%ugegl'
Court v, wallace, 15 I, W, (2d) 538; 11 Tex., Jur., page

We huve been unable to riand any statutory authorization
for Smith Gounty to cooperate with tha City of Tyler in the msin-
tenance of a City-~County Health Unit and we advise you that for
the reasons given in Opinion No. 0-4983, a copy of which is here-
¥ith enclosed, Smith County hus no such authoritr.

L]
c°ll“'-"lK:A'I'!ON I8 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPFINION WUNLESS AFPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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jr. B. T. %alters, puge B

¥g have also been unable to find statutory suthoriza~
tion for taith County to ecoperate in the forsation and =zain-
tenance of a loint City-County Child Welfare Unit., GSeotion ¢
of srticle 693a, V.4.0.8., suthorizes the commissionars’ gourt
t0 appoint seven persons who shall oonstitute a Child Yelfare
Soard for the county, and Section 40 of irticle 69%c, V,4.C.S.,
autborizes the comsissioners' oourt to appropriate from its
General funk, oY any other available fund, money for the edain-
fstration of sush s County Child ¥Welfere Board, but neith:r
that article noxr irticle 698a authoriszses tbhe commissioners'

sourt either to establish or make a riati o h
sotivities of the eity and occunty. ppropristions for the joint

Yours vary truly
ATTORNEY GCHENERAL OF TEXAS

By f/;ta,_ndl §f4££i4—¢/éian~f

AN Jas. D. Sms)lea
’ Assistant
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