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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD €, MANN
ATTORREY GRHERAL

Hr, Je A. Belger
County Auditor, Travis County N
Austin, Texas

Dear 3irt Opinion No.
Res Contrib

t J -
by taree separate lettsrs rfor he . gnn of tals depart-
mont upon tae autaority of Trawls CQuply 14 coatrivute
- th, A baem’ to-—e M‘,t tle-

meﬁt Club and the Childrens
institutions,.

charitable institution,
been contributing $50

& private 1in
children, to
& month, g4 1ig 5
the Counky bas &dntributed

&h Travis County has

8 Sattlement Qlub is

» And malntenance of poor
’heas been contributing 75
Home, for the suyport of wilch
ke amount,

ts poor and homeless, Travis County,
- duhities, however, has only sush powers and
authority as 1in congd

ion and laws of this State, Travis County
nay not make such contridbutions to these privato charitadle
institutions,

gections 50, 51 and 58 of Artiecle S, Bection

S of Article 8, Section 8 of Articls 11, Section 8. of Arti-
¢le 16 of the Oonstitution of Texas, are pertinent, '
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.. Section 50 of Article 3 provides that the
Legislsture shall have no power to give or to lend, or to
authorize the alving or lending, of the credit of the State
in ald of, or to any perscn, agsoclatlon of persons, or
aorporation, wiether munioclipal or otherwlse, or to pled;e
the oredit of the Stats in any manner whatsoever, for tae
payment of the llabilities, present or prospective, of any
individuel, assosistion of individuels, municipel or otuaer
corporation whatsosver,

Seotion 51 of Article 3 provides that the
Lezislature snall have no power to meake any grant of publio
money to any individusl, sssociation of individuals, munici-
pal or othar corporation whatsoever {(with certain exceptions
not here pertinent},

Secticn 52 of the same Article provides, in
part:

PThe Lerislature shall have nc porer
to authorize any sounty # # # to grant public
money # & # tg any 1ndividual. easociaticn ar
corporation whatsosver,*

Article 8, Soction 3 provides that baxeu'snnll

b:llavied and collected by General laws and for publioc purposes
only.

Artlcls 11, Sectlion 3 provides thst no county
ghall becomeé & subscriber to the cap.tal of any privaete corpora-
tion or assoclistion, ormke any appropriation aor donation tao tae
same, or in anywise loan 1ta oredit.

Article 16, Section 6 provides that no appropria-
tion for rivate or individual purpesss shall ve made,

In Opinion ¥o. 0=1001 this departmsnt held that
mnder the Articles of tie Constitution referrad to, & county
e no authority t¢ make donations to the Tuberculosis Associa-
;don, the American Red Crosa or othsr private cnaritavle organie
iatlon} and raefarcance wag made in the opinion to conferance
pinion ¥o, 2662 of thils department, dated Felruary 4, 127,
926~1928 Attorney Gensral's Report, page 333, ot seq., hLolde
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ing that the commissioners! court ass no authority to appro-
priate public funds to charitable institutions managed and
controlled by private individusla,

We 3till acdhore to the views expressed 1ln taose
opinions and we must, therefore, advise you taat, undsr tae
Constitutlion of Texas, Travis County may not make thae dJdonat:.ons
which were the subjaect.of your opinlon reguests.

Yory truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

P,

'Jas. D, Sisullen
Asslatant
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