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“Hay the: 00umissicn:- 28 e
realdent Bistri- . i aStypewriter?
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- ticas anﬁ stationery'
- ths psrfenmance of. thair

It s our opinion thst the foragoins statute au~-

1 thorizss the: cemmiaaionnrs' Court to furnish a resident Dls-
4 trist Judgs with a typewriter i{f in the opiniocn of that body
: I it be necessary in the ncrfoxnance nr ths orrioial dnties ot

sueh.Juége. i _
Your inquiry preaents & *uesticn ot eanstrustion of -
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domorstles Re . ¥ohe, suss
meti~s 3 nbove ~ucts? spd preanspts a zmatisr of first izpressica
50 -rf_‘.!. g w9 AT '.}’_!V.i'ﬁt&. -

in o nstruing 4 statute ths tosk 42 never ended uctil
" pne ziorives atl the Intontio: of the Iegislature and i cenided
when that Intenticn §s diacowsrad. Huceh hRec beau 2213 sud
writtsn with recpect to “ilbuer:l ¢omatruetlion™” end se oush sgain
serhaps has bees oaid with respect to "strict construetian"
Zut oiter 311 tha obJintive 42 thse Iintentiss of the Legi=lature,

The lateat editicn orf autherland-cn Statutory Con-
s$ruction has tihls to say:

*Ore of thu uost sigmificant tools of statu-
tory construetica is the spproaech to statutory nean-
_inz by the procesa of lineral or atrlict interpreta-
tien. . It a genersl sense fstrict! or 'liberal?! cone
atructius congtitutez an «ttitude of aind aszsumed by
the person or Jutge coafronted with & statute sni
thé groblenm or applying that statute to & psrtioular
cet of factz, The chiel vnlue of tha devics la to .
b found in the faut thut it serves sz o synoptic ax-
pression which rsccgnlizaa the intrinstc and extrinsic
" aids of constructina, ani the intarrelaticn ¢f thosae
zi4s to tho roclial and accnomic proolems with which
the statute deals. ‘

mtotrict? and 'libsrnl' conat“uotihn ars rsle-
tive, hut converse teras, oad will vary irn deogres
acoording to ile nnture of ths ststute, and the rights
and persons affezcted thereby. A statement that a1l
statutes are interpreted either strictly or llberally
beocanse a asiptuts iz pensl or romedla) carries 1ittls
ceaning. & strict or llbers: interpretatica wlli de-
pend upon & toxdipation of zeny factors. Broadly
aysakizg, a ztriet or 1Ibersl interpreitation will bs
made with rafsreange {o four differing lamnats.
inay are: {1} ¥ith reafserance to Tormsr laxw (32 #1th
refsrence to the per=on:s and rights alraotsd; 3)
»8th referecces 40 ctiie lotter or lsngusge of ths nta-
tute, and (4) ¥ith rasferancce o the purposse and obe
leetz of thﬁ statute.”™ -

Baryland Ceouulty Company wa, Sxith 4C ¥, 4. {Cpid)
1% &n suceint form: enpounces thoe proper rule as rollowa:

L
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*7e are of the opinior that the term *'liberal con-
struction' means to zlive the languags of a statutory
provision, freely and consoioualy, its commonly, gensye-
ally ascoepted meaning, to the end that the nmost compre-
hensive application thersof may be accordesd without do-
ing violencs to any of its terms. :

Seotion 8 of Article 10 of the Revised Civil Statutes
declareas:

"The rnle of the common law that statutes in dero-
gation thereof shall be striotly construed shall have
no application to the Revised Statutes; but the said
statutes shall constitute the law of thls State respect=
ing the subjects to which they relate; snd the provisions
thereof shall be liberally construed with a view to ef-
fect their odbjects and to promote jastice.™

Now the statute we are construlng is a civil statute.

It authorizes the Commissioners! CQurt to furnlsh to the reslidsnt
District Judge "sultable offices ***** ngcessary in the perform-
ance of their duties ***** jg the disvretion of ths uozmissionsrs'
Court,” . '

. The term "suitable officea" in the sense use& in the
statuteé peans moye than bare walls or space. Yhen llberally coo- .
strued as it shounld be it means offices sultable in coanection
. with the performance of the officlal dutlies of the occupant. It
ocould not be sald that an office was sultable Tor the officer if
it were not supplied with such things as chalrs, desks, heat,
lights, end thﬂ like things necessary to the exigsncies of the -
- situation. E , ‘ ‘ , _ -

¥e are of the opinion that the coﬁmissianers' gourt

would' be authorized, in its discretion, to provide a resident Dis~

trioct Judge with a typewriter. It 1s matter of common knowledge
that in this day a typewriter to such an officer is often neeassary
and sopetimes almost 1ndispensab1e. ,

Yours wvery truly
ATTORNYY GENERAL OF TEXAS .

Gcils Sprer
Assiastant




