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Tha/pixer of the State to regulate the practice
xishs in virtus of the pollce powver to pro-

of HOSLOINS L regulated. Article 4548 of ths fevised
' - A5 ¢ as Tollowa;

"xg perscn shall practice or offer, or
attempt to practice dentistry or dental sur-
gery in this sState, withoyt Yirst having ob-
tained a liocensa frox the State Board ef
Dental Exasinors, as provided for in this
lax, provided that physicians and surgecns
may, in the regular practice ¢f their pro-
fession, extract teeih er make appllcation
for the relief ¢f pain. Kothing berein ap-
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plies tD any peérscn l2gally engaged in the
“practice of dentistry in Texas at the time
of the passage of this law

Article 4581a declarcsy

*iny person shall be regarded as prac-
ticing dentistiry within the xeaning of tbisg
Chapter:

*(1) Yho publicly professes to be a den~
tiat or dentsl surgeon or ¥ho uses or per-
mits to be used for hisgelf or for any other
person, the title of *‘Doector', 'Dr.' fDoctor
of Dental Surgeryt, 'D, D. 8., 'Doctor of
Dental kedicinet, 'O, M., D.? or any other lat-
ters, title, terms or desceriptive matter which
directly or indireectly represents bip as being
able to diaznose, treat, repove stains or con-
erations frowm lecth, opfrate or prescrihe for
any disease, pain, injury, deficiency, deferm-
ity or physical condition of the buman taeth,
alveoclar process, guxs or javs.

*{2) iho shall offer or undertake, by =sny
neans or methods whatsoever, to diagnose, treat,
rewnosa atains, or concretions frow testh, or
shall treat, operate or preéscribe, by any means
or westheds, for any diseaso, pain, injury, do-~
ficlency, deforslity or physical condition of the
husan tLeeth, alveclar process, gurs or jaws, and
charge therefor, directly or indireetly, money
or otkher cemponsation,”

Articiae 747 of the Pepal Uode s as followsy

"i{t shall be unlayful for any person to
practice, or offer to practice, dentistry in
this State or held hiwsoll Out as prectiecing
dentistry in this State sithout firast having
cbtained R license from the State Beard of
Lental fxaminers, Sald liesnse nust be elzn-
&l by all mewkers of the Loard and abdall hnve
a szall photegruph of the licengee attached
theroon which pust do partially covered by
the official se2al of the Board,®
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- - Artiols 781 of the Code deelareas

®any person autkerized to pructice den-
tistry er dental surgery in this Jtate elther
undar this or any former law of Texss, shall
place his llcouse en exhibition in bis of-
fice where said license shall be in plain
viee of patients. Ho such person shall de
any operativan 1ln the mouth of a patient, or
treat any lesions of the mouth or teeth,
withcut having sald licenso so exhibited,.®

Article 754a {(Vernon's codification of the
Code) defines practicing denlstry as follovseg

®Ainy person shall be regarded as prace
ticing dentistry vithin the neaning of this
Chapter: |

1, %bo pudblicly profaesses to ke 8
dentist or dental surgecn or #fho represents
hinself asz being able to diagnose, treat, re-
moYe stains or concreotions frog teeth, cper-
ate or prescride for any disease, pain, in-
jury, deficiency, defoernity or pbysical con-
dition of the human tecth, alveolar process,
guz ur jass, ¢ ® «*

fhe Lourt of ¢rizinal Appeals in dawiineg v.
stata, 125 8. 4. (2) 6380, held that an informaticn charg-
in; tiat one had publicly professed (o be a physiclian or
surgeon, and had cffered te treat any disease or ovder,
mentzl or physical, charged the offense of uniasful prac-
tice of medicine, #ithin the language of a similar stat-
ute, ¢ the cne hereinabove quoted, defining the prac-
tice of dentistry.

8 naeed pot to argue, we need not to construe
tha abdove statubtes, ve pesd only to read them to discover
the intentien of the Legislature, and that intention is
taat no ene may practice dentistry witheut a liconsa
tnarefor. S

Thoras L8 no reaseon that could be assigned why
gersens in nesd of dontal services should ret hare the
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gase protection of law vouchsaefod to the public general-
1y, ¢ven theugh ha b2 an ewpleyesd of a State department,
a student of a state senosl, or an imsate of a 3tate in-
stivutivo .

Your gquesticen, iherafore, is anseored in the
negative,

vur dpinive 30, 0-900, a copy of which {s at-
tachal, zay be helyful to you.

Yery truly yours
ATTOUNYY GENIERAL OF TEXAS
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