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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERaLD C, MANN
ATTORNEY GENCRAL

Aonoreble A. J. Riley
County Auditor, Yen Zandt County A
Canton, Texas

Dear S3irs Opinion No,. O

question stated therein. let)r reads as follows:
TAcoorfing -
ny countf b p 01,155, and

8 tho lu es taz roll it has a

for oxponae- for the County aAgent,
alary.

8 xind of setup, does ths Com~
M asdpérs!/Court and County iuditor have
auvoritgy/to expend county funds to pay the
5ngas of the County Agent and Assistant
coun Agent for transporting 4-H Boys from
: laidaggunty to Trinidad for the purpose of
atteliéing s distriot 4-H Cludb meeting?"

TIOM IS TO BE CONSTAURD A8 A DEPARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESS APPROVED SY THE ATTORANEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASBIZSTanT
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Artiole 689a-1ll, Vernon's Apno:ated Civil Statutes,
provides, ia part, as follows: _

® & * % ond no expenditure of the funds of
the ocounty shall thereafter be made except in
- strict ooaxpliance with the budget as adopted
by the eourt., Ixoept that emergency expendi-
tures, in case of grave pudllio necessity, to
met unusual and unforeseen conditions nhieh
ecould not, by reesonably diligent thought and
nttcntlon, have been included in the original
budget, may from time to time de authorized by
th. oourt as amenlments to the original budget.
*n

This departaent on numerous occasions, construing the
above statute has beld that a comaissioners' court of a county
was unauthorized to make ehanges in a budget after final ap-
proval end adoption, except in oase of emergenoy and grave pud-
110 necessity. In sapport hereof, we herewith direoct your
sttention to Opinion No. 0-10353 and various opinions of this
dopartmant mentioned therein. We enclose oopy of said opinion,
Also we are enclosing Opinion No. 0~638 regarding the authority
of the commissioners' oourt to expend county funds for transporta-
tion of WPA workers engaged in d4drilling wells, ete,

The faots eet out in your letter would indicate that the
dbudget for the county contains no provisions for said expendi-
ture; therefore, such expenditure could not bhe made,

Furthermore, after a oareful search of the statutes,
we fall to find any statute euthorizing the expenditure under
sonsideration,

We recognize the comnendadle pu se for which this money
is desired to be expended; however, in view of the faot that
such expenses ere not provided for in the county dudget, and in
the absence of any law authorizing same, we respeotfully answer
your question in the negative.

Yery truly yours
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