OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

@ROVER SELLERS
M..mgnnf GENERAL

orable T. K, Trimbdble
{ret Assistent
state Superintendent of Futlio Instruotion
Austin, Texas

pear Sir: Opinion No. 0-585
et If an . ld for

te in which you re-
quest an opinion on the questid plod by 2r., Arkan

"I an ele dlssoluticn
of a consolidg ; ¥, sald elaction
results in a f por-

ticn of dlistr¥

of the Llo#xed to partlcipate
in ¢} Cn for dissolution ¢ar-
ri edness have Lo be appor-
t lelir part of indsbtedness.

diaaolutio o - ;Mo0lidated distriot is Article 2815, Ver-
: Ltatutes, which Artiele reads as follows:

"5uch oonsolidated districts mey in the sene
manner provided for their consolidation, be dissolvcd
and the distriots included therein restored %o their
original status, except th&t it shall not be neces-
sary to provide pollins places in saoh distriot,
480h suoh district when so restored shall assume
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and de liable for its pro rate pert of the outastand-
ing financisl obligatione of the consclidated distriet,
such pro rata part to be based on the relation the
total essessed valuation of all property in the dis-
triet bears to the total assessged valuation of prop-
erty in the consvlidated distrioct, es showa by the
aspessment rgllaLot f?e disffiot Eor ?Ee curr?gg Jear.
O ©460Vvi0N 107 W€ UlPBLAUVAVL V1 BElG OWiPliiGAwWEdA
districte shall be held uantil three (3) years have
slapsed after the date of the eleotion at whioch suoh
dlstricts were consolidated,

*On the petition of twenty (20), or a majority
of the legally quaelified voters of any common school
dlstriet, or independent school distrioet, praying
for the withdrawal from s consolidated distriect, if
three {(3) yvears have clapsed after the dats of the
eleoction at whioh such dlstricts were consolidated,
the County Judge shall give notioce of th. date of
such election by publication of the ordsr in some
newapaper published in the county for twenty (20)
days prior %o the date on whieh such slootiona are
ordered, or by posting a npotliece of such elaction in
vhe districet desirins the c¢lection, The Comnission-
gera' Court shall et 1lte next smeeting canvess the re-
turns o0f such clection, eand if the voles ocest 1o said
distriot show & majority in favor of withdrawin. fron
the conselidation, the Court shall declare the dlg~
trict severed and it shall be restorsd to its origi-
ral status. .ach such dlatrict when 80 restored shall
aasums enJa be liedle for ite pro reate part of the
outatanding finenocial obligations of the consolidated
distriot, such pro rata part to be dased on the re-
lation the total essessed veluation of all property
in the district bears to the total assessed valuation
of property inm th. consolidated district, as shown
by the assesam:nt rolls of the dlstriot for the cure
rent year.®

Wwe do not find any requirement in the statute for
any lapse of time when an eleotion fails with respsoct to when
another election may bec ordered, and you are thorefore advised
that snother election may %e ordercd at any time upon the
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resentation of another fetition signed by twenty, or a major-
fgy, of the legally qualified voters of the oommon school
aistriot desiring to withdrew from ths consolidated district,
{f three yoars havec e¢lapsed after the date of the consollda-
tion election,

Only residents of the common sohool district whioh
dosires to withdraw from the consolidated district may vote
4n the eleotion,

Under the terms of Artiole 2815, supra, "each dis-
triot when 8o restored, shall assume and bs liadle for its
pro rata part of the outstanding finanoial obligetions of
the oonsolldated distriot, suoh pro rata part to dbe based on
the relation of the total assessed valuation of property in
the distriot boare to the total assesswd valuation of property
in the oonsolldated distriot, as shown by the assessment rolls
of the distriot for the ocurrent year,"

We regret the delay in answering this request for
an opinion, but the letter was assigned to an asasistant who
is now in the iiavy and efter his departure it wae discovered
anong his papers and has just been assigned to the writer.

Yours very truly

ATTORNLY Guli.RAL OF TuZAS

o DGt

C. . Gibson
CFC/pw Aasistant
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