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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

BC GROVER SELLERS

ATTORMEY GENERALL

Bon, Geo, H, Sheppard
_ Cempiroller of Publiec Acsounts
“ Austin, Texas

Dear 8irs
s County
t 11eu of taxas.
has been Teceived
and conaidarod by this deparid From your letter we quote:
T an at ginal oontraot between
the Federal ng An-‘or -y and the wvarious

taxing unit of fars
letter aadr 88 ks

dcpqrtmnal ia\get
el fiols

together with a
NE QP tmant iy the Federal :
X asxing cooperation by thile

2 the egntraet executaed dy the

A §5jof Ske Bousing A9% of 1937 (50 Stat, 890),
e Housing Authority, provides that ths

froperdy of eny kind "shall be exempt froa

sy or horsafter imposed by the United States or

ounty, aualeipality, or local taxing suthority.”

Bection 3 of the suld Aok ersates "a body corporate
er perpetual duration to be known as the United States Housing
Authority, whioh shall be an agenoy. and instrunentality of
Unltoa States,”

by any Stuto,
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Hon. Geo, H, Sheppard, page 2

Artiole 7150, V, A, C. 8., provides: “The follow~
fng property shall be exeapt from taxation, towit: . . ,
he Publio Proparty.—All propertiy, whether real or personal,
belonging exalusively to the Unite& 3tates, provided that
such exemption froa taxation shall not {nolude any real
prepor:z subjeat to taxation under any Yedaeral Ztatute appli-
eable thereto,"

Under the quoted provisions and the cases constru-~
ing them, there esa be no question of the exemption of She
propexrty of the EHousing Authority, However, Zeation 13{e)
of the ing Aet authorises the Authority to enter inte

ts to pay ssnual sums ia lieu of taxes to any State

¥ .
;,// or political sudbdivision thereof with respect to any real

property ouned by the Authoristy," We have herstofore held,

in our opinion Wo, 0=5270, directed to you, that any such

sunms 80 paid to the 3tate are girte, and only the Legislature

giﬁ:hin State is authorized $0 adoept gifts on behalf of the
Qe

Therefore, we bold that the only person who could
execute this contract for the State would be the ¢ne the
Legialatare might asthorize, and to date the lLegislature

- has not suthorized mny persoa so to do,

¥e are returning herewith the ¢ontraaot detween
She Housing Aathority and the taxing units of Harris County
and the letter from the Housing Authority to you,

Yours very truly
ATTORNYY GRIERAL OF TEXAS

vy i, Lt

Arthur L, Moller
Asaistant
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