GROVER SELLERS

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

ATTORNEY GaNERAL -

Honorable Lon Alsup

Executive 3ecretary-Director
State Commission for the Blind
land Office Building

Austin, Texas

Dear 31#: Opinion No. 0-5921

the O0ffice of Vocational
1ty Agency that this item

LY pading, Maintenance and Miscellaneous,
the 48tk Lég as provided the 3tate Commission for
NE GXPEDBOY ssesvsvortosvsns *6,200-00
"19., Books, stationery and printing ... 300.00
#*20. Postage, telephone, telegraph,

measenger aervice, freight, ex-

press, drayage, ice and coantin-

8ent [ B B B B B N NI BN R B R B RN N NN R RE N NE BN N B NN AN B 1’500.00

"21. Purniture and LiXLUreS .esecservas 200,00

YNy
Cam
ONIS TO me CONBTRULD AS A QEFARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS AFFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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~ Homorable lLon Alsup, page 2

"2la. .Standard equipment, machinery and '
tools for rehabilitation purposes, §2,500.00

"22. Emergency fund for eye medical
treatment, hospitalisation, glasses,
doctor's focs. ladoratory fees,
artificial eyos, I-rays, eto,, to
prevens bllns:lll and conserve
ViGLOM sevvcsccccovesoncnsonananee 2,000.00"

Section 10 of this Voeational Rehabilitation Act
of 1943 defines vocational rehabilitation and rehsabilitation
services as "any services necessary to render a disadbled in-
dividual fi% to ebgage in & remunsrative occupatioan."”

o231

As stated by this department in Opinion No. 0-5666,

addressed o the 3tate Commission for the Blind, it is our
ozinion that the duties and povers destoved upon the Commis-
sion for the Blind by Article 3207a, Vernon's Amnotated Civil
Statutes, vas suffigient tuthopggttion for this Commission
to perform the rehabilitation services of the mature referred
to in the Voscational Rehadbilitation Act, We deem 1t import-
sut to point out and think i% significant that Item 21a is

the only item of appropriation provided dy the legislature
which specifically mentions that it is to be used for rehabil-
itation purposes. It seoms apperent that dy this appropria-
tion the legislature is in part giving the 3tate Commission
for the Blind the means bI vhich to carry forth the povers
and duties bestoved upon 1%, some of vhich as ve have hereto-
fore stated, are to perfors the services of the nature set
forth in the Vocational Rehadilitation Act.

fo further substantiaste our opinion that Item 2la
may be expended for rehabilitation services as defined in the
Pederal Act, ve refer to Section 3 (a) thereof whieh im atat-
‘the menner in whioh the Federsl Govermment will expend
Pederal funds im carr out this program im cooperation
with the States has set forth vhat are some of the rehabilita-
tion services referred to in this program asg

"1{(¢) transportation, ococupational licenses

and customary ocoupationsl tools and equipment
not -:nf!on;! oIlowgorB'Ii s iﬁB?eo%Ion.
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Honoradle Lon Alsup, page 3

®“i1(2) maintenance not exceeding the estim-
ated-cost of sudbsistence during training, in-
cluding the cost of any necessary books and other
training material.® (Raphasis ours)

As shova by the adbove quotation, rehadbilitation
services imclude the furnishing of occupational tools, equip-
ment, and other training materials, vhich corresponds to Item
21a of the curreat appropriation in authort:ing the expendi-
ture of funds for eQuipmént, machinery and tools for rebabdili-
tation purposes. .

Eaving concluded that Item 21a may De expended for
services necessary to render & disabled individual £i% te
engsge in a remunsrative occupation, then the question is
as presented in your letter, vhat ¢ of services does this
include? It will be aoticc& that this sppropriation is for
standard equipment, machinery, and tools for rehabilitation
purposes and usedless to la{.can only be expended for such
items, We have not been able to find the meaning of the vords

equipment” and "tcols” vhen used in connection with "re-
hadilitation purposes.” Under these circumstances ve very .
naturally turn to she definitions found in the dictionaries,
in determining the commonly accepted mesning of such terms
as & basis for applisation in the instant ease., VWebster's
International Diectionary defines the verb “equip” to mean "to
furnish for service, or against a need or oxigpnnyl to fit
out; to supgly with vhatever is necessary to efficient action
in sy vay;" and the noun "equipment" to mean vhatever is used
in "eqQuipping; . . . the collective designation for the arti-
cles comprising an outfis." A "so0ol® has been defined by

the lexicographers as any instrument necessary to a person
in the efficient prosesution of his trade or calling.

We think that the above definistions imdicated that

Item 21a refers to expenditure of funds for material odjects

to be used for rehabilitation purposes. By s ¥e mean, that
the apprepriation must be used for something 1ble to be
used in rehabilitation of disabled individuals., Thasy 1t
should not be used for compensation of persoansl services ren-
dered by individuals, eorporstions, or tisutions.

Very truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TRIAS

St O

By AP
Robert 0. Koo opuﬂ!ED
Assistang COMMITTAR




