OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVERN SELLERS
s
F.

ATTORNEY GaNgrsi

Honorable D, C. Greer
State Highway Engineer
Austin, Texas

Dear 81im

your letter daty : M, riquo;ting the opinion
of this departamd

Commission of
6675a~3a8 of
ahlites of Texas, or any

ssue fee eoxempt license

officials and employees of the
of the Intermational Boundary

the ${ssuance of such plates, does
the Convention signed at Mexico City, August
12, 1942, betwveen the United States of
America and Mexico authorize and reqQuire the
Highwvay Department of Texas to issue such
licenae plates?

Attached %o your letter is s letter from L. N,
lavson, Conmiasioner, U. S. Section of the International
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Boundary Commission, accompanied by a list of Mexican
nationals, officials and employees of the Mexican Bection.
The Conmissioner states in his letter that each of the
named officlals has b®een duly appointed by the Mexican
Government to exercise officlal functions in the territory
of the United States, easch being a national of Mexico, and
not engaged in any private occupetion for gein within the
United States and that permuission for them to exercise such
officiel functions has been duly granted dy the Jovernment
of the United 3tates,

The Convention referred to was retified in a
proclamation by the Pyresident of ths United States, eof-
fective July 1, 1643, vherein the Articles of the Conven-
tion, fourteen in numder vere set forth. It is express-
ly designated s consular convention, the purposes of vhich
vere to define the duties, rights, privileges, exemptions
and immunities of congular officers of each country. An
exanination of the provisions under the Articles of this
Convention fails to disclose any mentioning or reference
to the International Boundary Commission.

Article 6675a-3as, Vernon's Annotated Civil Stat-
utes, in part providesi

* . . . Said Department may provide for the
issuance of specially designated plates to those
exempt by law, and may provide rules and regula-
tions for the iasuance thereof, , « + + "

The Convention herein referred to has the force and
effect of a treaty betwesn the two countries, vhich by the
provisions of Article I, Seotlion 10 of the Constitution of
the United States, all treaties made under the authority of
the United Btates shall be the Supreme lav of the land, It
appears therefore that if the nationals in Qquestion come
vithin the provisions of said Convention, there is statutory
suthority vithin the sbove quoted provision of Article 6675a-
3aa for such fee exempt license plates to be 1ssued,

Artiole III, paregreph 1 of the Convention, provldosi

"Consular officers and employoees in a con-
sulate, nationals of the State by which they are
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appointed, and not engaged in any private
ocoupation for gain vithin the territory of
the 3tate in vhich they exercise thelr func-
tions, shall be exempt from all taxes, Hatlion-
al, State, Provincial and Municipsl, includ-
ing taxes omn fees, vages oOr salaries received
specifically in compensation for consulsr
services, and they shall be sxempt from all
kinds of ocharges incident to the licensing,
rogistrgtlnn, use or sirculation of vehiocles.

Section 2 of the above Article of said Convention
provides:

*The exemptions provided in parsgreph 1
of this Artiocle shall apply equally to other
officials who are duly appointed by one of
the High Contrscting Parties to exercise of-
ficial functions in the territory of the other
High Contracting PFarty, provided that such of-
ficials shall be nationals of the State ap-
pointing them and shall not be engaged in any
private ocoupation for gain within the terri-
tory of the State in vhich they exercise their
funotions; and provided furthsr that permis-
sion for them to exercise such offiecial func-
tions has been duly granted by the Government
of the receliving State, The Government of
the State appointing such officials shall com-
municate to the Government of the receliving
State satisfactory evidense of the appoint.
ment and shall indicete the charsoter of the
services vhich vill be performed by the of-
fioizls to wvhom the exemptions are intended
to apply.”

It i3 further provided in peregreph 3, Article 1
that the Government of each High Contrsoting Party shall
furnish free of charge the necessary sxequatur of such con-
sular officers of the other Righ Contracting Party as pre-
sent s regular commission signed by the Chief Executive of
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the appointing State and under its great sesl. Likevise
such exequatur shall be furnished to a sudbordinate or
substitute consular officer,

Ansvering your request, it is the opinion of this
department that in viev of the foregoing authorities, such
nationals of the United MNMexican States referred to in your
letter, officlials and employees of the International Boundary
Commission, may be issued specially fee exempt license plates
under Artiole 6675s-3aa, Vernon's Annotseted Civil Statutes,
provided each has been 1saued the exequatur by this Jdovern-
ment under the provisions of the Convention between the United
States of America and Mexico, signed August 12, 1932, and ef-
fective July 1, 1943,

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY
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