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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN :

GROVER SELLERS

ATTORNEY OENERAL

Honorabla J. Stanley ¥Wright, Meamdsr
Texas Board of Chtropraoctioc Exaxiners
Littlerield Building

Austin, Texas

Dear Sir: Opinion No

0-5967

Your opinioa requeat

follows:
5 advised
s and the
or in¥the Chiro-
practic Bill Ro Board\ MeAbsrs for their time
and expenses perjain Chiropractic

mee ting

siplanation, you are
rs the Chiropragtic pro-
ded into six geographical
dout the State and that each of
14 periodical meetings at which

mett : - iopal interest ars discussed.
The Board %is Qaen extremely busy in working out

. les, regulations sand Code of %thics
end has gYvel peveral exexinations snd has licensed

over ona thousend Chiroprectors in the past six
moanths. Up until recently, the Board has had no
tims to0 work out measures of snforcement ap pro-
vided in the Aot, nor had it tims to find and ex-
ploy s suitable Supsrvisor of Chiropractic aas
provided in Seoticn 1 (J) of the Act, As the
Board ocontemplated it would take several aonths
for & Supervisor to cover the entire stete chso -
ing thea Chiropractoms, the Board took upon itsslf
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to attand the variocus distriots ssetings and

$0 advise the profession what the Board would
expset. The Board deemsd it not only wituin

its suthority o0 4o this work whieh 1t oonsig-
sred supervisory work but believed it to De the
Board®s duty to give the profussion an epportun-
ity to know what would be required of it, The
Board fels it ocould answer questions coneerning
Chiropraetic at these mestings detter than it
sould by letter or other means of sommuniostion..

*7ith the above in mind, seversl meaders of
ths Boerd have sttsnded these district mestings
during the past thirty days snd bave asksd for
thelr per diem and traveling sipenses ss provided
for in Seetiocn 2 of the Act.

"Question: Are the Board Members sntitled
to pay for time and traveling expenses in the
performance of the work above desoribed?”

Ags we stated in our Opinion Ro. 0-5781, the appro-
zrhuon for ths Beard of Chiropractie Examiners is ocontained
n Seotion 2 of Article {512a, V. A. C. S., rether than in the
regular aprropristion billa. %ith respeet to the purpossas for
which such appropriation may ds used, this Saction provides:

"e ¢« « The Tresasurer shsll kesp ths same

iz a separete fund to bs ussd it pa the neces-
sary expenses of the Board, which may ineclude ex-
pensses incurred for the advancement snd education
of all licensees undsr this Aot and enforceasnt by
the Poaréd of the provisions of this Ae¢t, the saldry
of the Executive Seerstary, snd a per dlsa of Ten
Dollars (£10) to each aember of the Board for sueh
time as is actually spert 1in the discharge of of-
ficial duties, plus traveling sxpensss of Ten Cents
{(10¢) per mile . . ." ,

Under the Chiropractie Act the Board is sntrusted
with the duty of carrying out the provisions of the Aect, end,
in Ssction 1(g) thersof, is given the powar to prescribe rules,
regulations and bylaws for this purposs. As we undsrstand the
faots stated in your letter, the meabers of the Board have at-
tended severml local meetings of ohiropgectors for ths purpess
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of acquainting the mesmbers of your profession with their
duties, powers snd privilegss under the Act.

Since yocr,npzroyriltion is not contained in the
departaental appropristion bdill, the general rider which
zrohibita the paymsnt of expenses incurred st & "convention®

8 inapplieadle to your situstion, and your qusstion must de
answeresd by considering whsther or not ths attendance of the
mezbers of the Board at thess meetings was in the diacharge

of their offiecial dutiss, Amont other things, the Board is
charged with the duties of examining and licensing chiroprac-
tors, approving snd classifying their educational institutions,
revoking licenses for violations of the Act, and initiating
oriminal prosecutions under sueh Act., Implieit throughout
‘this legislation 1s a recognition that the Board is charged
with the duties of easoertaining whether the membars of the
profession are conforming to the terms of the Aot and of see-
ing that the members &0 30 confors, Memders of ths Rosrd ocan
claim rer diem pay and mileage for attendancs st the eetings
in question only if suoh attandance dears s rsasonable, subd-
stantisl and direct relation tc the discharge of these duties.
¢ fagl that this requireament has been met. For the Act ¢
orerate in s proper feshion, it 1s necessary that the amembders
of the profession be acquainted both with the specific teras
of the Act and with the policlies, rules and Pegulaticns which
the Board has sdopted under sueh Act. The $fsseaination of
such ianforsation wotld seem to fall well within the dutiss of
the Board. In view of the nawness of the Chiropractiec Act,

the large number of practitioners wro zust de aeguainted with
its provisions and with the rules and rsgulstions of the Poard,
and the manifest sdvantages of {mparting such inforastion and
discuseing it at mestings of members of the profession, we feel
that the attendancs of meaders of the Board at such meetings for
ths purposes stated in your letter is a reasonadle asthod of

discharging a portion of the duties of the Board and that such
ms thod contributes sudstantially and directly to ths discharge
of such dutiss. Your question is thersfore answered in the z2f-
firmtive.,

Trusting that the foregoing fully answers your
inquiry, w ars

Yours very truly
ATTOSNREY GELERAL CF TIXAS

By (a) R. Dean “Yoorhead
Assistant



