OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
' AUSTIN

GERALD €. MANN
ATTORNEY GuMERAL,

Bonoredle M. F. Kieke
Coanty Attorney, lLee Comaly
Gidding, Texas

Dear 8ir: Opinion ¥o. 0-01
Ret Limita - ry of
tsash 2 ¢ sehools
levying oo paintehqnos tax,

Attention: Thos. W. Thompsont

. Ne ackuowledge
whieh reads as follows:

abd $X upcmuaaont desire %o

- peruitted to 40 o, because -

fu. impossible to hire a tezsher ‘at uoo.oo

aly eight moaths. /

'S, the answer mo).vu & omtrnctlol
of 33 of Vomn'l Civil Stasutes, whied sesas
to lim . Ih& of a second grals uut'ar in such
& 88k00 & month. In this eounty teschers N
are paid onlst uoathl basis, Tegardless of the apuxder
of moaths actu "spent in the sedhool room.. Thet is,
whatever the total salery for the year may be, it &8
divided inte 12 payments, 8¢ that tha teescher
the same mont uhﬂ lurm the moaths she i.l o
vasation as Qur the moaths shs is ia She sohoel rooum.
111;1‘1%. be n:::d ::l.t -the anuto Cou ot spesis thnt
AR astually oscupisd {n Seaching
geidered, Would ¢ sontrast to n: ek 4 mmr
100,00 a month for 1% months b soEplianse with
the statute, though % e understood M. ﬁ" !.l to
teseh only eight months of the year?
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In eonstruing Article 2583 of Vermon's Civil Statutas,
we shall consider Article 2730 of said statutes in connection
therexith.

Artiole 2888, Vernon's Annotsted Civil Stetutes, reads
as follows:

"frustees in making a eontract with a teacher

shall deternine the salary to be ellowed or the wages
to de pald, Provided s teacher holding a permanent
Btate eertifioate shall not receive wages in exeess
of one hundred and rifty dollers per month out of the
public free school fundj a teccher holding a first
grade eextificate shall not receive as wges from the

- publie free sehool fund more than one hundred and twenty-
five 40llars per month, and a teacher bolding a seoond
grade certiriocate shall not receive as wages from the
pudblie free sohool fund more than ons hundred dollars
per month} provided that the salary limits herein
speoified shall not apply to any sochool distriot whieh
levies and volleot a local tax for sohool purposes. All
women teaching in the State schools of ths State shall
be paid the same ¢ompensation as is paid to men for per-
forming the same kind, grads sni quantity of service."

Artiocle 27350, Vernon's snnotated Civil Statutes, resds
as follows:

*Trustees of a distrioct shall make eontracts with
teachers to teach the pudlie schools of their diastriot,
but the compensation to & teascher, under a written gon-.
traoct se made, shall be approved by the county superintend-
ent before the sohool is taught, stating that the tesoher
will teash such school for the time and money specified
in the ocontraet, The bdoard of trustees shall have st~
thority, whenever the aversge daily attendance exceseds
thirty-five pupils, to employ one competent assistant to
svery thirty-five pupils of such excess and fractional

thereof exoceeding fifteen pupils. All ehildren
within the soholastic age resfiing iz such district,
though they may have settled in such districet since the
scholastie census was taken, shall be entitled to recaive
ail the denefits of the scliools of sueh district., In a
district thut levies & cfcctnl sehool tax the trustees
shall have the right to inoreass the salaries of teachers
and the socholastic age, and may slso have the schovls
taught longer than six months, if it is deemed advisadle.*
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) We are ¢f the Oopinion that the limitation oontainsd
in Article 2883, suprs, refers to the acuthly salary of teschers
during which tine they are actually employed in teaehing, In
other words, if the eontraet e¢alls for teach eight months,
at $100 per month, ths annual salary would ds §800, This amount
oould de payadble {n twelve equal moathly installments.,

Artiole 2750, supra, provides that "trustees of a
district shall make contra¢ts with teschers to teeé¢h the padlie
schools of their disiriet ¢ & * gtating thst the tescher will
teach such sclwoel for the time and gsoney specified in the contract.”

¥e think it would be an evasion of the law for trustees
to eontract with a tescher for twelve months and to have an under-
standing that the teacher would teaoh only eight months.

It 18 our opinion ihgt a oontraect to pay a teacher $100
& month for twelve months, with the understaniing thet she is to
teaoh only eight months of the year, would not be {n ocompliance

with the statite,

Ye are sware of the faot that there is a scaroity of
teachers and thst the pay presoribed by the law herein Quoted is
. eatirely too low, but the remedy for this condition lies with the
Llegisiature, and not with the Attorney Oeneral.

Yours very truly
ATTORMEY GENXRAL OF TEXAS
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