OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable John T. Hutohison
County Attorney of Lamar County
Paris, Texas

Dear Sir: Opinion No. 0-61%8
Re: Vhothor the Coms

00 per mon¥t
A of the urvice
C is vo un-

sericay en. gou prin-
M1 ¢ tus are to give ald

D, 1944, requesting the opin-
ashtions atated therein, is &s

bodonti’ towards the pay of » urvieo ‘
who vm.-ktng under the sponsorship of
Pioat vhose prinoipal dutias are
to gi.w a4 nnd uuisumt to returning soldiers?

2. If the Commissicners' Cowrt is authorized
to vote asid eontribution, then is the county suditor
of Lamar County asuthorized to pay $100 a month to
said service officer of the mrionn Legion, and if
80 vhat fund doss he pay it cut of?"

Section 1, of House Blll No. 368, Acts of the i8th
Legislature, Reghdsr Session, 1943, provides:
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- officer 1s & public mecessity in the dispateh
of county business, it shall, by @ majority of
the full uwembership thersof, ¢reate and establish
a veterans' county service office. The county
commissioners?! court shall &ppoint such veterans
to such service office with such assistant .
veterans to such service office as shall be deomed
necessary by the county commisstionerst court, Sush
veteran county service officer, and/or sssistant
veteran county service officer, shall recgeive a
salary not to exceed $100.00 pser month for the
principal officer and not mors than $50.00 per
month, fixed by the county commiasalioners'! gomrt,
te be paild in equelly monthly installments oit
of the general fund of the aounty, And all sal-
aries, travel and other expenses of sush offfce
ahalt Ee paid on order of the commissicnerst:

. gourt, -

o The act further preseribed the qualifishtions of
veterens! gounty service officer, and/or assistant veteranst

_aounty service officer, the duties of such officers and the
terms. of .office, ete. . .

o You do not state in letter vhather o not the
Commissionerst Court of Lamar County has deterwuined that a
veterans ! sounty service officer is a public naqupmgf.in the
diaspateh of county business and appointed & ve &t sexrvice
officer under the provisions of House Bill Ho. 3ol supra. I
the County Commissioners' Court of Lawar cannﬁiﬁ =S appointed
& veterans’ county service officer, and/or assistart vetsranst
county service officer under the sbove mentioned met, the
maximum compensation of the veterenst' county service officer
sannot legally exceed $100.00 per month and the maximum com-
pensation of &ny assistant veteranst! oounty service officer
cannct legally exceed $50.00 per month. ,

' - The above mentidned act specifically provides that
the compensation of such offigers shall be paid out of the .
general fund of the county and 1f the commissionars! gourt has
appointed such officer or officers, then the payment of the
compensation of such officers, noet to exceed the above mentioned
-amounts, out of the ssid general fund of the county would be

proper.



Ron. Joh. T. Hutchiaﬂn. page ’

If the Commissioners' Court of Lemer County has
not appointed a veterans' county service officer, and/or
assistant veterans' sounty service officer, under House
Bill 368, supra, then the coummissioners' sourt of said _
county would have no legal authority to contribute $100,00

- per momth as part compensation of a service officer vho 1is
- working under the sponsorship of the American Leglon, when
such offioers were not appointed in sompliance with the
faregoing asat.

It i3 well established in this State shat the
Commissioners' aourt has only auch power and authority which
are ssly given by the statute apd the Constitution of
:g:.l g?ta or such power and autharity necessarily implied

refyron. , .

We direct your atiméion to our opinions, Nymbers
0-5675 and 0-5969, involving the construstion of House Bill
Ko. 368, supra, as relsting to the questions fuvolved in sush
opinions. We enslose coples of these opinions for your oone

s T R R R AT R R B '!m 4 ey mh ST
ATTORKRY GRUERAYL OF TRXAS
By  (8) Ardell Willfsms -
: - Assistent
AViptith B
APPROVED ATG 25, 1944
s) Geo. P. Blackburn

ASting) ATTORNEY
GENERAL OF TEXAS

APPROVED OPINICN COMMITTEE
BY (3) BWB, CEATRMAN |



