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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mrs. Eloween desch, R. N.
Secretary-Treasurer
Board of Hurse Exaalners
1035 Milam Buliding

Han antonlo, Texas

Deay Mra. Mesch:

Exaainers to regis-
ed vho are allens
nurses vho, though
gitizens, recelved trein-
2 in 8 foreign country.

You gd 1 thig” Departaent's interpre-
tation of Artiel~ 45 ) Annotated Civil 3tatutes, &
pqrg of the ohog @ phe Poard of hHurse Exanminers, which
reads as

pedate 82 a professional nurse
ate whose reguirements are equsl to
\and whose infividusl qualifications

d 4 licenae te pragtice nursing ln
hout exsaination, provided s fee of

You wish to know whether the Board 1s suthorized by
the above astatute to is3ue a reglstraticn certificate to sn alien;
als¢ vhether the Poard may lague & certificate to & cltizen re-
ceiving traiming i a forelgn country.
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We fail to find any requirement of citizenship sas
8 gualification for becoming & registered nurse under Texas
lawv. We therefore hold that an slien may be registered if
the other statutury rejuisites are complied with. It is our
further opinion thst the language “"snother State” as used in
the above quoted statute, refers tv and means, “ancther 3tate
of the United States”. It is therefore our viev that neither
an alien or a oitizen may be lssued a reglatraetion certificate
under Article 4521 unless he or she holds a registration cere
tificate from another State of the United States.

in reaching this cunclusion we are not unmindful of
the numercus mesanings vhich have been sscribed to the vord
“gtate™. GSee Texas v. White, 7 Wall. 700, 1Y L. Ed. 227. How-
ever, the majority rule sesema to be that in the absence of some-~
thing in the stetute itself indiceting & contrary intent or
unless & broader meauing 13 required to give effect to the pro-
vision, a state statute using this term will be held to inciude
only & member of the Union. This atrict or oarrow definition
i3 well eatablished in United States constitutionsl and statu-
tary law. See 59 (. J. 153 Houston Eaat & Weat Texas Ry. Co.
v. lnman, Akers & Inman, 134 S, W. 275. Our interpretation of
the language, "from snother State” as it appears in Article 4521
is further strengthened by reference to the original aAgt from
which the codifiers of our Revised 3tatutes of 1925 took the
provision. See. 10, Ch. 183, p. 413, Aotas 1923, 38th Leg. used
the phrese "fron snother state or territory™ and the codifiers
dropped "or territory® therefrom. “State or territory® iz a
phrase that has been frequently used in the reciprocel provisions
of state licensing statutes and the word "territory" slso has a
wéll established meaning in United 3tates coustitutional and
statutory law. Ex parte Morgan, 20 F. 298. 1t seems clear tc
us that ia the sbsence of anything in the statute which would
indicate a contrary intent, the Legisisture used the word “State®
in 1ts limited corstitutional sense #s referring to anothey stats
of the American Uniomn.

We hope our views in this metter wilil assist the Board
in dealing with these problems.

Yours very truly

ATTURNEY GEXERAL OF TEdAS »

. Eugene aAlwis iomunovs
e assistant /[ 0
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