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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GRCVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

./’" Q 75[/
Honorable D. C. Greerx

State Highway Engineer :
Texas Highway Department \ \

Austin, Texas ‘41::?*~‘l A
p)
\

\‘ \
Dear Sir: opipion No. 0-6339
Re:s Under the provtaions
;. OFf Article 6675a=3 are
~ _~ motor vehicles oper-
N -; Ated by Houslng Afithore
. N\ < 1tjes of Texas cities,
. ~ ealigible to receive fee
- - esxempt license plates?

We have received and carefully considered your re-
quest for an opinion\on the- above matter, said request reading
as follows: S >, ﬁ

"We. have raoeivod numerous requests recently

from the Housing Authorities of Texas cities request-
ing this Department to iesue fee exempt license plates
for.vehicles operated by such housing authorities. In
each instance we are informed hy the applicant that
the vehicles have been obtained from the Federal Public
Housing Authority on lease and in numercus instances
they have been operated by the local housing authority
under- Fedaral license plates of some nature until such
plates wvere withdrawn by the Federal Government. Let-
ter from the Housing Authority of the olty of Corpus
Christi and from the clty of San Antonlo are attached
hereto to give you all of the information we have in
this connection.

NG COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINIOM UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTOARNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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"Article 6675 s-3 provides that owners of
motor vehicles, tyeilers, semi-treilers, vhich
are the property of, and used exclusively in the
service of the U, B. Governsent, State of Texas,
or any County or Behocl Distriet thareof shall ap~
ply sannusally to register all such vehicles, but
shall not de required to ths registration fees
presaribed in the Act, p» od vit is made
at the time of stration 8 perscn vho has
the proper authority that such vehioles are the
property of, and used exolusively in the aservice
of the U. 3. Jovermment, the State of Texas, or
County, oF City or Sohool Distriot thereof as the
c8se may De. ¥We are not familisr with the legal
status of housing suthorities ouned, cpsrated or
sponsored by Texas cities and there is consideradle
doubt in our mind that motor wvehisles operated dy
such housiag suthorities are eligible to receive
exempt plates as provided by Arsiole 6675 a-3 above
reforred to.

*We shall be glsd to recelve your advice on
this question at your earliest souvenience in
order that we may reply to the numerous requests
ve have redeived and are receiving for such plates
and Tespectfully request that you return to us vith
your opinion the twvo letters hareto attached,”

Article 6675a-3 of Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes
ia in part as followst

e o &« Ouners of motor vehiocles, trailers
and seni-treilers, vhich are the property of, and
used exclusively in the service of the United States
Governmant, tho State of Texas, or Qn{ County, City
or School District thersaf, shall apply lmily to
register all such vehicles, dut shall not de required
to pay the registretion fees herein presoribed, pro-
vided that affidavit is made at the time of regilotretion
by a person vho has the proper suthorlity that such vehi-
cles are the property of and used exclusively in the
service of the United States Covermment, the State of
Texas, or County or City or School District thereof,
s the case may be. « +» "
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Article 6675a-3aa of said Statutes, is in part, as
follows:

, "Before the ddivery of license plates to
anyone engaged exclusively in the service of and
operating vehicles which are the property of the
United States Government, or the 3tate of Texas,
or any counties, or cities thereof, such applioca-
tion shall have the approval of the State Highway
Department Defore sald plates are lasued to any
such applicant, and 1f it appears that said vebhl-
cle wvas transfarred to any such agency for the sole
purpose of evading the payment of registration fees,
or that the same vas not made in good faith, such
plates shall not be issued, If, after the iassuance
of such, said vehicles cease to be, or are found to
not be the property of such agencies, then such 1li-
cense fee receipt may be revoked, said plates may be
recalled, and taken into possession by the 3tate
Highway Department.. . ."

Article 1269k, Ssctions 1-23, of said Statutes provides
for housing projecta in oltles in Texas, but we find nothing there-
in showing that a motor vehicle operated by a oity housing author-
ity comes within the exemption from the payment of registration
fees for such motor vehicle becsuse same is used exclusively in
the service of & city in Texas.

Seoction 4 of said Statute provides that in each city
of the State there is created a public body corporate and pollitio
to be known as the "Housing Authority" of the city. Seotion 5
provides that upon the governing body of a oity adopting a reso-
lution that there is a need for such housing authority in that
city, the mayor shall appoint five peraons as commissioners of
the authority oreated for such city, but no gommissioner of an
authority may be an officer or emplceyee of the city for which
the authority 1is created, and the powers of the authority are
veated in the commissioners. Section 8 sets out the powers of
the authority as follows:

"seo. 8. An suthority shall constitute a
public body corporate and politic, exercising publlic
and eas$éntial governmental functions, and having all
the powers necessary or convenlent to carry out and
effectuate the purposes and provisions of this Act,
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including the following powers in addition to
others herein granted:

"(a) To sue and to be sued; to have & seal
and to alter the same at pleasure; to have per-
petual suococession; to make and execute contraocts
and other instruments necessary or convenient to
the exerocise of the povers of the authority; and to
make and from time to time amend and repsal dbylavws,
rules, and regulations, not inconsistent with this
Act, to ocarry into effeoct the powers and purposes of
the authority,

"(v) VWithin its area of operation: to prepare,
oarry out, aoquire, lease, and operate housing pro-
jeots; to provide for the oconstruction, reconstruge
tion, improvement, alteration, or repair of any hous-
ing projeot or any part thereof.

"(6) To arrange or contraot for the furnishing
by any person or agendy, publio or private, of ser-
vices, privileges, works, or facllities for, or in
oonnection vith, a housing projest or the oooupants
thereof; and (notwithstanding anything to the oon-
trary ocontained in this Aot or in any other provision
of lav) to inolude in any oontraot let in oconneotion
vith a projeot, stipulations requiring that the con-
traotor and any suboontractors comply vith the re-
quirements as to minimum vages and maximuam hours of
labor, and comply vwith any conditions whioh the Fed-
eral Government may have attached to its finanoial
aid of the project.

*(d) To lease or rent any dwellings, houses,
aococommodations, lands, buildings, sbructures,
facilities embraced in any housing project and (sub-
jeot to the limitations oontained in this Aot) to
establish and revise the reants or charges therefor;
to own, hold, and improve real or personal property;
to purchase, lease, obtain options upon, acquire by
gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherwise any real
of personal property or any interest therein; to
acquire by the exercise of the pover of eminent
domain any real property; to sell, lease, exchange,
transfer, assign, pledge, or dispose of aany resl or
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personal property or any interest therein to

insure or provide for the insurance of any real

or personal property or cperations of the author-
ity against any »isks or hazards; to procure in-
surance or guarantees from the Federal Jovernment
of the payment of any debts or parts thereof
(vhether or not incurred by said authority) seocured

by mortgages on any property included in any of 1its
housing projeocts.

"(e) To invest any funds held in reserves or
sinking funds, or any funds not required for immed-
late disbursement, in property or securities in
vhich savings banks may legally invest funds sub-
Ject to their control; to purchase its bonds at a
prioce not more than ths prinoipsl amount thereof
and acorued interest, all bonds so purchased to be
cancelled,

"(f) Within its area of operation: to invese
tigate into living, dwelling, and housing oonditions
and into the means and methods of improviag subh oon-
ditions; to determine vhere slum areas exist or vhere
there is a shortage of descent, safe, and sanitary
dwelling acocommodations for persons of low income;
to make studies and recommodations relating to the
problen of clearing, replanning, and reconstruoting
of slum areas, and the problem of providing dwelling
soccommodations for persons of low inoome, and to ¢o=-
operate vith the olty, the county, the State or any
political subdivision thereof in action taken in
oonneotion with such problems; &and to engage in
research, studies, and experimentation on the aubjeot
of housing.

"(g) Acting through one or more commissioners
or other person or persons designated by the authority;
to conduct examinations and investigations and to hear
testimon¥:r and take proof under ocath at publioc or pri-
vate hearings on any matter material for its informa-
ticn; ¢to administer ocaths, issue subpoenas requlring
the attendance of witnesses or the produotion of books
and papers and to issue commissions for the examination
of witnesses who are outside of the State or unable to
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attend defore the suthority, or exocused from ate
tendances to make availadle to appropriate agen-
cles (includiig thoss eharged with the duty of
abating or requiring the ocorrectioca of uulsasnces

ar like conditions, or of demolishing unsafe or
unsanitary structures within its area of operetion)
1ts findings and recamsendations with regsrd to any

btutlding or Droperty vhere oonditiomns exist vhish
are dangerous to the pudlic health, morals, or safe-
¢y or welfare,

"{a) To exeroise all or sny part or ootmbination
of powers horein granted. o provisions of lav with
reapect to the acQuisition, operatiom, or disposaition
»f property other public bolies 2hall be applicadle
to sn authority wnless {he Lagislatures shell speocifie
oally so state,” :

Zection 9 srovides that no housing suthority ahall
zoantyuct or operate azy such mmroject for it, or as & source
i revenue to the oity, and that the rentails sh&h be fixed at
20 highor rate than neocessary to produde sufficient revenues to
soze cays - the principel ard interest and coat of wmatintaining
and operating the projoot. Section 12 provides that an suthoarity
ohiall have the right to acquire resl prcperty Ly the exercise of
the powver of eminent domain, but that no rea ¥ belonging
to the oity omy be aaquired without its consent, Seotion 13 pro-
vides that all housing projects of an autharity shall dbe sudbjeot
to the planning, zcning, sanitary snd bullding lavs, ordinances
and regulaticns applicable to the locality in vhich the housing
mroject 1a oituated., fegtion 14 provides that an authority shall
have power to issue bouds, hut that sasme shall not be & dedt of
the oity. Seotion 16 provides that, in ccntection with the is.
suance of donds, or the ipourring of obligations under leases,
the authority shall have powver to pledge its rents, fees, or
revenues, mortgage its property and do variocus apd sundry other
thiags that might bDe necessary in order to cacrry project forvard,
Seotion 18 provides that an obligee cf cald authority shsll have
the right to compel £51d suthority, by 8 mandamus, sult, action
a® proceeding at lav or in equity, to perfaram its contracts, bdut
the oity has nothing to dc with the gorfmnu of any of said
duties, Sestion 20 provides that all real praoperty of an author-
1t7 shall be exe:mt from levy and sale DY virtus of an exeoution,
Sut thst same shall not apply to opr limit the »ight of an obligee
t5 foreclose an mortgage. osection 21 provides that an suthority
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can borrovw money or acoept grants from the Federal Government

in aid of a housing project, as well as, take over or lease or
manage any housing project comatructed or owned by the Pederal
Government, and to exeoute such agreements, mortgages, etc., as
may be necessary thersfor. Section 22 provides that the property
of an authority is public property and is exempt from all taxes
and special assessments of the City, County and State or any
political subdivisions therecof, but no provision 1s made exempt-
ing it from paying registration fees on motor vehicles owned or
leased by 1t. Therefore, your question is answvered in the nega-
tive.

We are returning to you herewith the letters accompany-
ing your request.

Trusting that this satisfagtorily Answvers your inquiry,

ve are
Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
Jas, W. Bassett
Asslistant
JWB:fo
Enc.
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