OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable L., D, Griffin
County Attorney

Jim Wells County
Allce, Texas

Dear Sir: Opinion No. 0-030
Re: Undor facts subml®
Cogmissioneprst

Your request for an ogi "the above stated ques-
tlion has heen received,
We quote £ Qllows s
"It {8 mf uplerstagdidg {m Wells County
has a populat on 39 tased on the 1940 Federsl

oM bly lesg Bp
presen tino.

sughig County, through its Commissioners!
author' Yy Yo enp oy a person 88 a 'CASE WORKER'
vhare Xuch coptylhas no Relief Organization or

- £4 by the Commissioners! Court in

“The COmmisaionors' Court has requesated an opin-
ion from me on this question and I need some help.

"It 1s my opinion that there is no such Statute
in Texas, authorizing the Commissioners! Court of

such Counties &as JIm Wells to expend Public funds
of the County for such imaginary position.
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| Beotion 18, of Artiole V of the Constitution of this
State, reads in part asfollows: ,

" ¢« « The County Gommisaiono;§ as chosen,
vith the county judge, as presiding offiocer, shall
conpose the County Commissioners! Court, vhio
shall exercise such powers aaud jurisdietion o
all oounty business, as is conferred by this Cgn-
stitution and the laws of the State, or as may be

hereafter presoribed."

' The Supreme Court of Texas, in Bland vs, Orr, 90

Texas 495, construes this provision,.-a part of whioh opinion

is quoted in Opinion No. 0-1919, by fais department, as fol-
ovwet _ _

, "The Constitution does not immediafely confer
Jurisdiotion upon these (meaning commisdioners)
gourts over the county business and subJeoct that

urisdiotion to. 'such regulations as the legisla

ure may proso:?bo,' nor authority generally over
g19oh business, ; The proyvision form Seoticn G of
the instrument (already quoted) presoribes: first,
that the commissioners' ocourt shall exeroise suoh
povwers and juriadiotipnégvor all counby business

-as is conferred by the Chdnstitution. , . « It
also gives them such povera as area conferred 'by
the laws of the Btate.! . . ." .

. . As stated in this oplnion, it appears to be settled
lav of this State that commissioners! oourt does not have
geveral control oyer county business, but only such control as
is conferred by the Constitution and the laws of this Btate.

" As far as ve are able to determine, there is no
statutory authority for the commissionerst! court §o employ a
person as a “ocase vorker" under the facts submitted herein.

It is the opinion of this department that the com-
missioners! oourt is not authorized to employ & case worker
undepr the faots submitted in your request. We &re snclosing
a copy of our opinion No, 0-1919, & part of vhioh we think 1is
in support of our position taken here. ' -
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Trusting the foregoing answers your request, veéfc

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS3

By (s) Fred ¢. Chandler
Assistat

FCC:db:fd
ENC

APRROVED JAR 29, 1945
8) Carlos Ashley
IRST ASSESTANT

ATTORNEY GENERAL

APPROVED OPINKON COMMITTER
BY (S) BWB, CHAIRMAN



