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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
GROVER SELLERS
AYTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable ¥. R. Chambors, Chairman
Revenue and Taxation Committea

House of Representatives
-Augtin, Texas

Dear My. Chamders: Opinion ¥Xo. 0-6398 ///
|

Ret Congtitutionality of an annro-

rriation to carry out the provigions

of Section 9, Chaypter-56%, n. 1109,

of the Genera) a Specin) Tawe of

the 47th Legislature: \\

Your request for an opinjch upoh the above suhjact
matter is ag followst 8 .

®As Chairman of the Re
Cormittes of the 396;3}1: would apnpréciate an
opinion on the cohstituty
priation to esrry ott\the\ proviasiony of Seo-
tion 9, Chnptgf g:b, page 1109,
a' and Special) Taws of [ xag 47N logisla-
ture, ; 41." \ )

" Senata Bi11 ‘{87) Chapte
Session of -the 47th legislathre
on Interstats Coopgration, wi asuthority to act with other
atates coonerating ‘in the nei! of EBtate Covermmonts, which
Counci 1a declared to he a " joint govermmental agency of this
Etate and 6(\the 9ther states which coorerate with it." (Sec.8)

. > >

569, passed at the Regular
oreates the Texas Cormission

“The functions of this Comwission are set forthin Sec-
tion 4 of the Aot, and comprise wholesome governmental ohjeoc-
tives. et

The Aot 1tself carried no apnropriztion, and so far
as we arc advised, there has never hecn anv annranriation made
to e¢srrv ont its purnnaes.

There are, of course, certain constitutiona) Inhinhi-
tions coverninege thoe approvriation nf nublie onev hy the Tegis-
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Jature. TFirst of these in importance is found in Section 44
of Article III, forbidding any "grant, by appropriation or
otherwise, any amount of money out of the treasury of the
State, to any individual, on s ¢claim, real or pretended,
when the same shall not have been provided for by pre-
exigting lavw."

Kext, of course, there ia the familiar Bection 6
of Articie VIII deciaring! “No money shall be drawn from
the treasury but in pursuance of specific apvrovrriations
made by law, ® & #.* YNow, Senate Bill Xo. 187 ig a statu-
tory enactment entirely sufficient within itself to consti-
tute pre-existing law for an appropriation to earry out the

purposes therein outlined.

S8ince » copy of the proposged apyropriation hill dia
not accomvrany the request for opinion, this Department ias not
attemnting to pass on any question of the sufficiemcy of the
bil) itgelf.

Of course, any appropriation made in this connection
would have to conply with the requirement of specificness of
purpose, but there is nothing different in this respect from
cther ordinary appropriation bills.

Trusting that what we have said will anaver the in-
quiry in your mind, we are

Very truly vyours

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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Ocie Spéder
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