OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
' AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL
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Res en of current apyro-
/ /I-t ation for FPiremen's
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Honcrable Bayne Satterfleld K \
“\

eusion Comsissioner from
oh’office and other
N y-hould de peid.
';‘.'-‘\\ \ \
Your lettes of Vonuary 21, N9, addressed to this
Department requests that we advise as ¥Qahat appropristion

your "office help such as half-tige seoretary and other neces-
sary help" should be oberged againyt.

. ¢
The wppropriation £ar the current diennium for the
Firemen's ?onaiotg Commiseionsr imscfar as pertinent is as fol-

. lowss o N "
\  "SALARIRS AND MAINTENANCE.

1) Comutestener . . ... $3,600 33,600
"2. Offics expense, postage,

stationery, office fix-
tures and supplies . . . 1,500 1,500

e

"3. Traveling expenses, con-
tingent expenses, and
other necessary help and
expenses to be insurred in
administration of Pireuen's
Rellef and Retirement Law. . 500 500,"
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MO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL QPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



Hon. Bayne Satterfield, Page 2

Your letter {ndicates that some question has arisen
as to vhether the salaries of a seoretary and s boockkeeper should
be oharged to "office expense® appearing in Item 2, suprs, or to
"other necessary help® in Item 3.

We are of the opinion that the teru "office expense"
&s used in said appropriation includes searetsrial and dookkeep-
ing help smployed in your office. The feet that the Legislature
intended that office suployees should de included in such term 1is
indicated by the referense in Item 3 to "other necessary help".
We think the use of the word "other" clea¥ly demonstretes that
the Legislature believed some "help" had already been provided
for in a preceding part of the approprietion. (Emphasis sdded)

We think that the term "other necessary help"™ as used
in the appropriation applies to help employed in duties chiefly
performed away from your office. TYour letter refers to the hold-
ing of hearings avay from Austin and the employuent of & gourt
reporter to record the proceedings. We delieve the Legislature
had in mind "help" of this type in providing funds for "other

... necessary help®, that is, help employed to perfora dutieas pri-
marily performed avay from your office.

Yours wvery truly
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