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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

_ _ AUSTIN
GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable 3. R. Allen T s

County Attoraey
Hamilton County
Hamilton, Texas

Dear Sir; . opi

We aave your recent
interpretation of the

» four
(1 »475) nor more thsn :
huadrec (1?, 06), accord-

in exgfss of 31ix Million, Eight
sa ($6,800,000) for the next
s the salary of County Commiasioners
INousend, Eight Hundred Dollars '
r, peyable in twelve (12) equal
ueﬂtsﬁ out 2f the Road.and Bridge

You3tate ln your letter, that, “the couanty commls-
sioners of thils couniy hsve been recelving $1200.00 per year,
but they reascan that s3iace taeir sssessed valuation for last
yesr was $5,450,000.00, they should receive the $13800.00 per
year, althcugh the population of the county ls but 13,303,
since logically the aasessed valuation is the proper test."

Thé above quoted Act became effective on April 5,
1941, According to the 1940 Ceasui, the oaly county in Texas
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that would be affected by the Act would he the county of
Jasper. Although there &re several dther counties in the
3tate of Texas which have very ncarly the same population
as Jasper County, nocne of these would benefit by the act
in qQuestion. %This departusnt hss repeatedély held Acts of
this cheracter unconstitutionisl] as Leing a locel) or special
~law within the pronibitiocn of Section 56, Article iil, of
the Conatitution. OSes #Miller, et al. v. ¥l ZPaso County,
(Sup.) 150 3. W. (2d) 1000; Jamesoa, c¢t al. v. Smith, (Civ.
App.) 161 3. W. (2d) 520; also oplaions Nos. 0-3237 and
0~-3723% of this department which are enclosed.

In view of the well eatabllshed line of authorities,
we hold the Act im question uacounstituclcusl for the reasoa
that i¢ 1s & locel lew ¢ondemned by our Constituticn., How-
ever, we notice in your letter that you atate that the com-
missioners of your county are receliving only $1200.00 rer
year, though the sasessed veluation for last yecer was Eight
Million, Fowr Hundred and Fifiy Thoussnd Dollars ($¢,450,000).
It occurs to us that pArticle 2350, V.A.C.3., would permit
& county with your valuation t0 pay a salary of $1400.00
per year Lo its commissionsrs. FKe are enclosing our oplu-
ion No., 0-6373 vhaich deals vith that question.

It is sincerely.hopéd“that our views in the prem-
1ses will assist you with your problenms. .

Very truly yours
ALTORREY GQENERAL OF TEXAS
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