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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Ronorable G, O, Murrell A
c - ,_A‘_ ‘_‘_i .
gterl County
Bterling Gity, Toxas

Dear B1ir; Opinion XKo. 0-647
Res PFroper form o tionh \¢ be
submitted L0 voiers

le 8, Bectt

o has Jveenl racelved
¥e Quote

giving ‘pe
sign or Artfcle 8, Secrion 9

«1 provided further, that be-
ommissioners Court may make

same 3hall be submitted vo the
erty tax paying voters of such
gensral or aspeclal election, and
pproved by & majority of the Qual-

ified propeprty tLax paying voters, vouing in
such election;. . '

“Under the above quoted portion of
sald Constituitlional Amendment and the last
paragrsph of Article 2982, VYernon's (Civil
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statutes, should the O0fficial Ballot apeoify
the retes (0 be set in eash Constitutiocnal
yund, as for .:Anglo, 'General yund-Prom 254
to not Lo exceed 1 Rosd & Bridge Pund-From
15¢ %o not to exceed R04) Jury fund-Prom 15¢
to not {0 excdeed 10d; Perwmanent Improvement
Fund -Prom 50 ROt 10 exceed 154, o
should the 0Ifiolal Balled apeoify that the
Cormissioners Court shall be authdrized to

~—~inorease or decresie the rates among ‘he
Constitutional Punds vith the provision thst
the totel of said rate shsll not exceed the
Conatitutional limit of B0gd?

"Would a Bsllot such as the follov-
ing meet the requirements of the lav?

R

"Authoriszing the Commissloners
court o re-allocate the rates of taxes
smong the Coastitutional Punds by either
increasing or decreasing the same, pro-
vided that in no event shell ths total

of sald rate exceed the Constitutional
‘1imit of Righty ssoq) Cents, exclusive of
the Pifteen (15¢) Cent Bpeciel Road Zax

"AGAINST
(same a» sbove). . . ."

The portion of Article £982, v, A, C, B,,
referred to in your letter reads as follovss

"The form in vhich any proposition or
quession Yo be voted on by the people of any city,
county or other subdivision of the 8tate shall be
submitted, shall be prescribed by the local or
municipal euthorities submitiing it¢,”

H. ‘o R. 18, ActLs 19‘,. *Bm :&“1.1“‘“". P
1143, propoaing the smendment of Article 8, Section 9,
Texas Constitution vas submisted o the people of Texss On
November 7, 1944, and received & favoradle vote, Article
8, Bection 9, Texas Constitutlion, as amended, nov rcads a:z
follove
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“fhe Btate tax on proparty, exclusive
of the tax necessary 10 pay the pudblie dedt,
and of Lhe taxes provided for the benefit of the
publie fres schools, shall never exceed thirty-
rive (zg& cents on the one hundred dollars valua-
tiong no &ouniy, city or town shall levy
more than twenty-five (25) cents for city or
county purposes, and not exceeding fifteen (15)
cents for roads and bridges, and not sxceed
fifteon (15) cents to pay jurors, on the one
hundred doliars veluation, except for the pay-
ment of debis incurred prior to the sdoption of
—jthe Amendment September 25, 1883) and for the
ersctiion of public buildings, streets, severs,
vatervorks and other permanent improvements, not
{0 excead tventy-five Eas) cents on ths one
bundred dollers valuation, in any one year,
—and sxcedt as is in this Constitutlion othervise
provided; provided, hovevédyr, that the Com-
missioners Couprt in any couniy may re-allocate
the foregoing couniy taxes by changing the rates
provided for any of the foregoing purposea by
either inc¢ressing or decrecaing the same, but in
no event shall the totlal of said foregoing county
Lexes exoeed eighiy (80) cents on the one hundred
dollars valuation, in eny one year) provided
further, that defore the ssid Commissioners Court
may make such re-allocations and changes in ssid
county taxes that the samo shall be submitted to
the qualified propertiy tax pA{Lns voters of such
county at & general or apecisl election, and
shall be approved by a majority of the qualified
propsrty Lax paying voters, voiing in such
election} and, provided further, that if and vhen
such re-sllooations and changes in the aforesaid
county taxes have been approved by the Qualified
property LaX paying voters of sny county, as heroin
provided, such re-sllocaiions and changes shall
remain in force and effect for a period of six (6)
yoars from the date of the election at vhich the
same ahsll de approved, unlsess the same egain
shall have been changed by a majority vote of
the Qualified property tax paying voters of such
county, voving on ths proposition, sfter aubmission
by the Commisaioners Court{ at a generel or speciel
election for that purpose} and the Legislatupre
may 8also suthorize an additional ennual ad valorem
tex Lo be levied and collected for the furiher
maintensnce of the pudblic roads; provided, that a
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majority of the Qualified property tax paying
voters of the county voting st an sleclion
to be held for that purpose shall vote such
tax, mot Lo exceed fiftesn (15) cents on the
one hundred dollars valuation of the properiy
subject to taxation in sush esounty, And the

slature may pess loosl lavs for she main-
venanse of the publie rosds and vaye,
vithout the loeal notice required for special
or looal lave, This section shall not be
conatrued &s & limitation of go'oro delegated
to counties, cities or tewns by sny other section
or sections of this Constitutioen,®

The above constitutionsl provision suthorizes
the Commissioners' Court to re-sllocate and ehange the retes
provided fopr the purposes therein set out by either incressing
or decreasing them within the limitetions therein set out
provided that before such re-allocstions and changes can be
made sams must be submitted to and de spproved by a majority
of the qualified property iftax paying voters of such county
&t & general or special election, The amendment 8lso0 Provides
—that after suoh rc-.llocationz gg% gé%%"' have been approved

by such voters same sha r n ofTect for aix years
unless chenged prior thereto by a similar election,

It is our opinion that the gropor form of
Question should sudbmit the specific re-allocations and changes
in the rates to the peodle a8 indicated in the first portiaon
of the third paragreph of your letter,

It is our further opinion that the dallot fomm
contained in the fourth paragraph of your letter giving the
Commissioners' Court more or less blanket suthority to in-
cresse or decreass the various tax rsates among the consti-
tutional funds 1is not & proper form Lo submit to the voters
in the matter inquired about,

- - Yours very truly

\ - e, ATTORNEY QENERAL OF TKXAS
— .-\ PR -2 ‘ %‘g Q—Wé’\
/;"-‘--—-7--"1 7 By . « Janning
i Assistant
WIrip?
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