THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
O TEXAS

AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

ATIORNKEY (ENERAN.

Honorable Homer Garrison, Jre
Director, Department of Publie

Safety
Camp Mabry
Austin, Texas Attention: We. Je Elliott, Chief
State Highway Patrol
Dear Sirs Opinion Noe 0=6509

Res What is the nroper method of
registering a combination vehicle--
which aggregates a total weight of
68,000 pounds?

From your® tter as supplemented by a persomal interview of recent
date, we take the following fects and questionss

"Operator has a trucketractor, semietrailer combination and has attached
a trailer behind the semi-trailers. This makes the combination, used for
hauling gasoline, exceed the forty-five (45) feot length limits Howsver,
under the provisions of a statute, it appears that authority to receive
a special permit for exoessive size or weight may be given for a period
of ninety (90) days, or less, by the State Highway Departmente

"The truck-tractor and semi-trailer ecombination is registered for 38,000
pounds gross weight, and the trailer will weight 30,000 pounds loadeds
Thus, the total cominations, if allowed, would operate a gross registra=
tion weight of 68,000 pounds,

"The question arises as to what registration would be proper to cover the
above type of corfveyances As we understand the law, each trilar, or init
of & combination must be registered separately, and it is also provided
that no combination of wehicles shall exceed 38,000 poundse Does the
fact that & speeirl]l permit has been granted for such combination require
registration of the combination for the 68,000 pounds?®

. We assume that you have reference to Acts 1929, 4lst Legislature,
Seeond Called Session, chapter 88, as asmended, eppearing as Article 6675a=
2, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, when you say that "as we understand
the law, each trailer, or uilt of a combinatlion must be registered separ=
ately«" That statement is trues Section 2 of Article 6675a, V.A.C.S.,
relating to registration of wvehicles reads as followss
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"Every owner of a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer used or to be used upen
the highways of this State ahall apply each year to the State Highway Department
through the County Tax Collector of the county in which he resides for the regisw
tration of each such vehicle owned or eontrolled by him for the ensuing or current
calendar year or unexpired portion thereof, « « o"

Sece 3 of Article 827, Vernon's Annotated Penal Code, originally
passed in 1929 as Senate Bill Nos 11, chapter 42, page 72, Acts of the Forty-first
Legislature, Second Called Session, and amended in 1931, by H.B. No. 336, chapter
282, page 507, Acts of the Forty-second Legislature, Regular Session, reads as
followsy

"Except as otherwise provided by law, no commercial motor vehicle, truck-tractor,
trailer or semi=trailer, nor any combination of such vehicles, shall be operated
over, on, or upon the public highways outsidé the ilimits ol an incorporated ecity
nr town, the total gross weight of which exceeds that given by the following forme-
ulayg

"7 equals C times (L plus 40) where

"7 equals total gross weight, including lead and vehicle in poundsy

"C equals 7003

"L equals the distance between the first and last axles of s vehicle
or combination of vehicles, in feet,

"Under the foregoing formula, the gross weight is ascertained by adding forty (40)
to the cistance in feet between the first and last axles of a vshicle or combinte
tion of vehieles and multiplying the sum by severny the gross weight shall never

exceed thirty-sight thousand (38,000) pcunds.

"Provided, however, the gross weight permittec by the forepoing formula shall be
subject to the following restrictions and limitation=g

"No such wehicle or combination of wehicles shall have a
grester weight than six hundred (600) pounds per ineh width
of tire upon any wheel concentrated upon the surface of the
highway and using high pressure tires, and a greater weight
than six hundred and fifty (650) pounds per inch width of
tire upon any wheel councentratsd upon the surface of the
highway and using low=pressure tires, and no wheel shall
carry a load in excess of eight thousand (80C00) nounds on
high-pressure tires, and nine thousand (9000 pounds on
lowspressure tires, norx sny axle a leoad in excess of six-
teen thousand (1€,000) pounds on higepressure tires, and
eirhteen thousand (1£,000) pounds on low=pressure tiros,
An axle load shall be defined es the load on all wheels
wihose conters may be included between two parallel] trans-
vorce vehicle plans forty (40) inches apart." (Underscoring
ours)
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Section 3¢ of Article 827, Vernon's Amnotated Penal Code, relmting
to lengths of vehicles, provides as followss

"No motor vehicle, commercial motor vehicle, truck, tractor, %railer, or samie
trailer shall exceed & length of thirtyefive (35) feet, and no combirmation of

such vehicles coupled together shell exceed a total lengtb of forty-five (45)

feat, unless such vehicle or oombination of vehicles it oOperated exclusively

within the limits of an incorporated city or town."

Thus it is seen, the combination of vehicles exceeds the weight and
length limitations of Article 827, Sections 5 and 3¢ and may only operate legal=
ly, if entitled to, and has beengranted & special permit from the Highway Departe
mentes To receive this permit the applicant must satisfy the rec~uirements of
Section 2, Article 327a, Vernon's Annotated Penal Code, as followss

"It shall be unlawful and constitute a misdemeanor for any person to drive,
operate, or move, or for the owner to cause or permit to be driven, operated,
or moved on any highway, amy vehicle or vehioles of s size or weight exceed=
ing the limitations stated in this Act or any vehicle or vehicles which are
not constituted or equipped as reguired in this Aclp or to transport thereon
any load or loads exceeding the dimemsions or weight preserived in this Acts
provided the depariment, acting directly or through its agent or agents desige
nated in each county shall have and is hereby granted authartiy to grant pere
mits to psriods of ninety (90) Qays or less for the % ransportation over State
highways of such overweight or oversize or over length commodities as cannot
be reasonably dismantled or for the operation over Sitate highways of supere
heavy or aver lengih commodities as cannot be reasonably dismantled « + o
(lmderscoring ours)

It is apparent that the gascline tdansported is a commodity capaw=
ble of being reasonably "dismantled” and the operator of an overweight, overe
length combination of wehicles used.for hauling gasoline does not qualify under
the special permit statutes Therefore, since no special permit can validly
issue on this combination of vehicles the operator is bound by Section 7a of
A ticle 827a, Vernon's Annotated Penal Code, relating to trailers, as followss

"No motor vehicle shall be driven upon any highway outside of the limits of an
incorporated city or town drawing or hauling atitached therto more than one
'brailer.“

Thus, in conclusion, our answer to your inguiry is that every motor
vohicle, including truck=-tractors, a nd every t railer, semi-trailer, used upon the
public highweys of this §tate, should be registered separately under the terms
of Article 6675a, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, supre. As a consequence,
the 65,000 pound combination vehicles in question, if legal, should be registersd
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separatelye However, such combination cannot legzelly operate as one unit on
the 3tate Hishways under existing statutes of this State.

Tours very truly
ATTORNBY G-Il RAL CF TEXAS
By /</ Benjamin Woodall

Benjemin VWoodall
Assistant

By /é/’EOU Yo Maddox

BDM/zdsegw Fol De Maddox

APPROVED AFR 28, 1945
/s/ Carlos Ashley
FIRST ASSISTANT
ATTORIEY CENZRAL AFFRCVED
QFINICH COMMITITEE
Y BV B
CiUALRIAN



